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Thought for the week          

In today’s rapidly changing world, the people who are not taking risks are the risk-takers.                                     

- Robert Kiyosaki 
 

Calendar 

August 

25 Continuing students return  

30 G11 Shai Hills Trip; IDU session; EE Cafe; G10 Goal setting 

31 G11 Shai Hills Trip; IDU session; EE Cafe; G10 Goal setting 

September 

2 Thanksgiving service (11.00am): Visiting Sunday (1.00-5.00pm) 

8 ACT; Health Walk (6.00am); Hep B Awareness 

14 Mock TOK Presentations (TBC) 

 

Making Us Proud 

TIS welcomed our newest members of the TIS family yesterday –the 2018 Newbies. Everyone 

is commenting, to confirm my observations, about the quality of this group. They are very 

focused, eager and keen, and are settling in quickly. New friendships are being established that 

will last a lifetime. Congratulations, 2018 Newbies. 

 

Just as our newest members of the TIS family arrived, our newest Alumni are starting to head 

off the various regions of the world in preparation for their university and college studies. TIS 

is very proud of each of our Alumni members and look forward to hearing from them during 

the course of the year, as well as expecting to see them when they return to Ghana. BOL, IB 

Class of 2018. 

 

Returning to school tomorrow, along with other continuing students will be our IG class of 

2018 who performed well in their recent IG exams. These results should now guide them to 

selecting the best courses, at higher and standard levels, as they commence the DP program in 

in Grade 11. Congratulations, IG Class of 2017. 
 

Reminders 

Uniforms 

For those students requiring new uniforms for the start of the new year, please email Aunty 

Norah with your sizes, and the number and items required. Norah’s email is: 

norahke@tis.edu.gh 
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First Day for Returning Students 

Returning students should arrive on campus between 1.00-4.00pm tomorrow, 25 August. 

Students who are not returning on time should have advised me by now. My email address is: 

principal@tis.edu.gh 
 

Devices 

Students are allowed only one device which must be a laptop. Mobile phones are banned, as 

are personal modems. Parents should ensure these are left at home when students are returning. 

Smart watches are permitted, although they will be removed during formal examinations. 

 

Please note: students do not need the most expensive laptop on the market. Students must have 

their laptop in a protective case when moving between classrooms, and also when moving to 

and from hostels. 

 

International students who arrive with a mobile phone must hand it to Alex Tay on arrival and 

collect it at the start of a school break. 
  

An Exciting Year Ahead 

Every year at TIS is fast and furious. 2018/2019 will be no different with a whole range of 

experiences and opportunities for TIS students. My key word for this year is champion. A level 

of excellence must be consistent to achieve champion status. Action is required, if excellence 

is to be achieved. However, it will be the focus, effort and consistency that will result in 

excellence. Each of us should always be trying to improve upon our personal best in everything 

we do. The emphasis is on learning: not just in academics, but in each experience that is 

available also to us in sporting, cultural and service activities. 

 

Each student needs to ensure a balance in their life. Without a balance, our wellbeing is at risk. 

Insufficient sleep immediately affects performance, mood, attitude and eating habits. 

Friendship and family issues, along with missing deadlines, due to poor (or lack of) planning, 

result in anxiety. As in the case of spending too much time on social media and games, these 

are distractions to learning, with students losing their focus. Wellbeing issues will torpedo best 

intentions for academic excellence.  All staff are ready to assist each and every TIS student 

with their concerns and issues. We are blessed to have Aunty Sandra as the TIS Wellbeing 

Counsellor. 
 

TIS Events 

Parents are always welcome to attend any TIS event. We live in a busy 24/7 world, so this open 

invitation to parents to attend any event hopefully provides some sanity when trying to juggle 

calendars.  
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Thanksgiving Service 

At the start of each semester, a Thanksgiving Service is conducted. On Sunday, 2 September, 

the first semester Thanksgiving Service will be conducted from 11.00am-12.30pm in the MPH. 

Like all school events, parents are invited and welcome to attend. 
 

Visiting Sunday 

Following the Thanksgiving Service will be Visiting Sunday until 4.30pm. Visiting Sunday is 

an opportunity for family and food, and at first, not in that order. Visiting Sundays are 

scheduled throughout the year, usually once each month. If a month contains events that parents 

may attend at TIS, a Visiting Sunday may not be listed. For new families, tables and chairs are 

set up around the school and families eat and meet in different locations, including the MPH. 

Students look forward to their parents bringing them their favourite take-away food. 
 

Exeats 

Exeats are required if parents require their son/daughter to depart the school for appointments, 

family gatherings, etc. Parents should download, complete and email the exeat form from the 

school website : https://www.tis.edu.gh/exeat-form/ 
 

Please note: 

• Students will not have exeats approved if they have outstanding work to complete. 

• Exeat requests for a weekend should be received by COB Wednesdays.   

• Students returning from an exeat on a school day must be in full school uniform, including  

shoes, not sandals. 

• Students should return from an exeat by 5.00pm 
 

ManageBac for Parents 

ManageBac (MB) is our learning management portal that is used by teachers for planning 

assessment, reporting and attendance. Students use it to access assignment tasks, resources, 

and assessment results, including semester reports. Parents access MB for reports, 

announcements and can track their child’s academic performance. Almost all messages, 

including the weekly bulletin and monthly newsletter will be sent through MB to parents.  

 

Welcome emails from ManageBac (MB) were sent out last night to new parents and 

continuing parents who have not accessed it yet. Please check your junk/spam folder if the 

email is not obvious in your inbox. Click on the second link – Set My Password. Some 

advice… 
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So you're setting up your ManageBac password and you may be asking, "What's with 

the mission-impossible password requirements?" 

We take data protection and security pretty seriously, which is why we recently updated 

our password strength requirements. This is especially important as we introduce 

Single-Sign-On, which is the ability to sign into multiple platforms with the same 

username and password. 

The password will not save until you see a green box. 

You could use a password like S8raH18!, but that's not very fun to remember, nor is it 

nearly as secure as a longer password with random words put together. It's better to use 

a phrase. We've found that the combination of three or four random common words is 

easier to remember and harder to crack!   

An example of a super strong password that's not too hard to remember would 

be Teacher Matt Bobo Yellow or Horse Battery Staple Yea 

If you have any difficulties registering or logging in, please email Ken (principal@tis.edu.gh)

  

Yahoo Email Addresses 

TIS often has trouble with emails bouncing to and/or from Yahoo email addresses. A major 

problem is the @yahoo.co.uk.  Parents who use these email addresses are encouraged to 

supply an alternative email address to ensure effective and efficient email communications. 

 

Dates 

In this TIS Bulletin, a calendar overview has been included. Parents should ensure that their 

son/daughter arrives at the start of each semester and not depart before the last day. Your 

child may tell you otherwise, but each day is important.  

 

I appreciate your support.  
 

Dr Ken Darvall 

Principal 
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Counsellor’s Corner   

 
Great to be back to school! Again, a special welcome to all our New Students especially, and 

our cherished returning students! As we are all ready and fired up “develop the passion for 

learning. If you do you will never cease to grow.” ~ Anthony J.Dangelo. 

 

DP2 Reminder! 

 
We appreciate your efforts and hard work. However, as the semester has started on an energized 

note, get back on track with the college application process. 

• Visit college engines for scholarships, financial aid information et cetera 

• Follow up on continuous reading and research for excellent essay writing skills. 

Looking forward to a great college application process. Remember: Grades come first! 

University is just around the corner. Stay focused! 

DP1 Reminder!  

All DP1s are advised to sign up for the SAT and ACT in DP1 and get it out of the way, so you 

can focus on your IB subjects in DP2. See the College Counselors for assistance if interested. 
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Scholarship Offers: African Leadership University (ALU) 

Hurray! Congratulations to our alumnus David Masoperh (Class of 2018), who 

had a full ride scholarship to African Leadership University, Rwanda Campus. The Nelson 

Mandela Centennial Scholarship is a full-fledged scholarship for 4 years of undergraduate 

studies at African Leadership University (ALU). David was part of the 100 chosen out of a 

thousand applicants this year. For more information visit: 

https://www.alueducation.com/mandela100scholars/ 

 

Notebooks for College Information 

• We strongly encourage all DP 1 & DP 2 Students to bring 

along special notebooks for Guidance Lessons. It is important 

that each student learns to reflect on the guidance lessons, 

university fairs, career guidance sessions and other related 

programs in T.I.S. This is essential as a reference point especially 

for the college application processing in helping students find the 

most suitable university of their choice. **Note: Your notebooks 

will be inspected. 

 

    University Visit: 

 
 

❖ A flagship public university located in one of the happiest cities in the world and the 

greenest city in America, founded in the same year when Wisconsin (Madison) became 

a state. 

❖ At University of Wisconsin (UW)- Madison, students create their own unique 

experiences with action fun- packed activities, clubs and associations in the arts and 

theatre, music, sports and nature among others. 

❖ A population size of approximately 42,000 students, 10% international students of 

which 30,000 students are undergraduates with an average class size of 30. 

❖ A vibrant and strong support system for international students. 

❖ Well-structured First-Year Interest Groups (FIG’s) focused on a unique cluster of UW 

courses linked together for successful academic and social transition. Examples 
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include: Conspiratorial Thinking, Frankenstein, Robocop and Big Data, The World in 

2050, The Artist as Scientist. 

❖ A learner friendly, environment with a specialty in Residential Community Learning. 

Example: Green House, Entrepreneurial, International, Multi-Cultural Community 

Learning. 

❖ Connects to the various fields of work which includes but not limited: Business, 

Engineering, Sciences with over 130 majors, and 8 different schools with the exception 

of Architecture. 

❖ Intensive research expenditure in Science related programmes. Biology, Ecology, 

Nursing, and Pharmacy. 

❖ Estimated total cost of attendance for international students is approximately $50,000. 

❖ Unavailability of need based scholarships to international students but limited 

scholarship slots for 6 international students. Categorically, high achievers from low 

income families.  

❖ Test Score: SAT/ACT results: 1360-1600, ACT: 27-36. 

❖ IB students’ final exams score range: 5- 7 IB points in all subjects. 

❖ Excellent state of arts facilities with exclusive hostel accommodation for all students. 

❖ A programmed system for internships, work study with strong alumni connections in 

companies such as Apple, NASA, Anderson Corp. BNP Paribas.  

Please note: All SAT & ACT registrations must be done online with a credit 

card payment ahead of the deadlines 
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✓ Grade 10 Students- PSAT registration fee due. 
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 YYAS Educators’ Conference, 2018 

Accra stood still as counselors from all over the globe headed towards Tema International 

School as the conference host for this year’s program. The 3-day program ran the 16-18 August. 

The Yale Young African Scholars Program (YYAS) is an intensive academic and enrichment 

program designed for African secondary school students planning to pursue tertiary education 

and who wish to make meaningful impact as young leaders on the continent. The Yale Young 

African Scholars Program is in proud partnership with the Highlife Foundation and a member 

of the HALI Access Network, in collaboration with Ahaspora Young Professionals (Ghanaian 

Student returnees from abroad, giving back by mentoring high school students and 

networking). With additional support from The Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for 

International and Area Studies at Yale, 150 students participated in the YYAS student 

conference also held concurrently at T.I.S. 

Some Highlights on College Application Process, gleaned from the Educators’ Event: 

• Students must demonstrate a strong sense of commitment to their environment 

through community-based learning, as well as a cumulative record of good academic 

standing. 

• For students focusing on pursuing a degree in the USA, a strong demonstration of grit 

must be reflected in essays, as well as ability to adapt to new environments, 

teamwork, critical thinking, writing, public speaking, digital literacy and global 

awareness. 

• Financial Aid. Students must have a balanced list of schools. Different universities 

have different financial aid policies, so students are urged to do a thorough research 

on their universities of choice. Need-Blind Schools: these are schools that give 

financial aid to students irrespective of their family financial track record. Need 

Aware Schools. These schools give aid to students based on the university’s financial 

capabilities. However, receiving aid is highly competitive and students who have 

demonstrated outstanding academic work in addition to leadership, service and other 

contributions to their communities stand a greater chance of being selected. USA 

universities tend to be the most generous when it comes to undergraduate financial aid 

packages awarded to international students. 

• Writing ACT/SAT tests. Practise, practise, practise in order to improve your score! 

There are available websites for practice tests. Visit 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice/full-length-practice-tests for 

more information. 
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CAS-SA Corner 

It was great to interact with our Newby parents and students yesterday. We are so confident 

that this year is going to be  awesome!!!   

Welcome once again to the TIS family. As discussed in last week’s Bulletin, this semester TIS 

will be celebrating its 15th Anniversary. There will be a number of activities lined up and all 

parents are invited to join us.  
 
 
 

Health Walk – Hepatitis B Awareness – 8 September  

Special Assembly – The Beginnings – 26 September 

 

Anniversary  

1. Educational Forum – Opening of TIS Flashback exhibition – 1 October  

2. Literary & Cultural Evening (Celebrating International Mindedness) – 3 October  

3. Adjavon Memorial Cup – 6 October 

4. Thanksgiving Durbar – 7 October 
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Post Anniversary  

1. Beauty & the Beast – Anniversary Production – 23 November – National Theatre  

2. The TIS family Christmas Lunch – 5 December  

 

Contact us if you like to volunteer, sell tickets for our anniversary production, “Beauty and the 

Beast, be a sponsor, donate towards the various service projects ,or be part of any of our 

anniversary events.  

Looking forward to our continuing students’ arrival this Saturday!  

 

8 September – Health Walk – Hepatitis B 

Awareness –  

 

“According to World Health Organization, Ghana is endemic of hepatitis B viral infection. 

This is supported by hepatitis B prevalence estimates above 10% based on results of several 

studies that targeted pregnant women, blood donors, HIV positive clients and prison inmates 

in the country. This therefore calls for urgent response to deal with the situation.” 

http://ghananewsonline.com.gh/ghana-no-excuse-not-eliminate-viral-hepatitis-2030/ 

 

Call for action!! Join us in educating our community and 

help eradicate Hepatitis B in Ghana. There will be health 

screening by Rabito Clinic experts, presentation on HB facts 

and prevention, healthy food on sale and much more.  

You can’t miss this 8km fun walk. 
 

 

Venue: TIS Campus – MPH Car park  

Date: 8 September 

Time: 6:00 am sharp.  

 

CAS Orientation Camp - As part of our Diploma Programme (DP) Orientation, the IB Class 

of 2020 (G11) will be embarking on 

their CAS Orientation camp from 30 - 

31 August 2018. The students will be 

camping at the Shai Hills Reserve, 

Greater Accra region. 

 

The CAS orientation camp is an 

opportunity for students to understand: 

their responsibilities as CAS students; 

CAS project requirements; how to 
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balance CAS throughout their two years of the programme and make connections with TOK, 

EE, their subjects, ASA and DoEIA. 

 

During this two-day orientation experience, a 

variety of hands-on activities will take place to 

teach team building, leadership and how to make 

their community a better place through their 

service initiatives. Bonding is another great 

benefit of such trips, especially for the new 

students. 

 

On this trip will be eight staff members from TIS 

and six Expedition Experts from Bravehearts to 

ensure that students are engaged, challenged and safe. All safety measures have been taken into 

consideration and a risk assessment trip was completed by a TIS team and a Bravehearts team. 

A wilderness medical officer and an emergency nurse with work experience with the West 

African Rescue Association will be joining 

the team throughout the program.  

 

We are committed to challenging our 

students to make the best of their CAS 

experience at TIS so that they become 

active, compassionate and lifelong learners 

and contribute to make the world a better 

place for everyone. 

 

All G11 students are reminded to refer to the MB updates regarding to the trip. The CAS 

handbook is available to you all, please do download and read prior to the Camp. Take note of 

your kit list before packing. The CAS team is available to assist you, so do not hesitate to 

contact us.  

Human Rights-Friendly School (HRFS) Working Group Workshop 

As part of activities to sign unto 

Amnesty International’s Human Rights 

Friendly Schools Programme in Tema 

International School, a one-day 

workshop was organised for selected 

staff and students who constituted a 

working group who will be overseeing 

the implementation of the programme. 

Three resource persons facilitated the 

workshop and took the working group 

through the various modus operandi of 

the 
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programme: what to do with it; how to approach; who should be involved and its numerous 

benefits to the school and individuals in the school.  

The workshop was very insightful and empowered the participants to become conscious of the 

need to promote the awareness, education and protection of the rights of everyone related to 

the school – students, staff, and parents. Beyond the workshop, the working group will be 

facilitating student led projects aimed at making Tema International School human rights 

conscious and friendly.  

On this note, the working committee welcomes parents who wish to contribute to its workings. 

Interested parents should content the CAS Coordinator, Mrs. Surama King 

(surama.king@tis.edu.gh / 0244615255) for further details.  

 

 

 

1. All students must engage in a minimum of 3 

After School Activity (ASA) per semester. ASA 

is from 4:00pm to 5:30pm and on weekends 

depending on the activity. No student will be in 

the hostel during ASA. Hostel will be closed and 

all students are to be engaged. 

2. G12 students are expected to have their CAS portfolio on ManageBac updated. Experiences 

without evidence and reflection will be deleted.  

 

3. All Dukies are reminded to update their ORB before 

returning to school. We look forward to celebrating your 

Award at the HOSA event this coming October.  

Note that all Gold candidates are required to have 

complete their Residential Service.  
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Newbies Parents information session  
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Service in Action - Connect, Action, Impact 

A warm WELCOME to our Newbies who 

joined us on Thursday, and a Huge WECOME 

BACK to our continuing students who will be 

returning over the weekend, you have been 

truly missed.  

 

Last semester ended with a successful 

Community Project Presentation by the new 

Grade 9s. It was an impressive meeting, both 

parents and staff were proud of the various 

steps used to create an impact in making the 

world a better place. 

 

As we journey on, the conversation of bringing to life what we learn in the classroom lingers 

on. Service in Action creates opportunities for students to connect the classroom to a larger 

world by providing real hands-on activities for the deeper understanding of concepts. Connect, 

Action and Impact are three main words used to describe Service in Action at TIS. Students 

connect their studies to an actual circumstance by taking  Action to impact the community 

and the world at large. This action will be different from student to student and from context 

to context to ensure the variety of ideas and thoughts. Students in the end will have to 

opportunity through Investigation, Planning, 

Taking Action and Demonstration to feel 

Empathy towards others, make small changes to 

their behavior, act on their own, act 

collaboratively, take physical action, suggest 

modifications to existing policies and lobby 

people in influential positions to act. 

 

By the end of the academic year we will witness 

the second G8 Community Project Presentation. 

You won’t want to miss this interaction, so stay tuned to the CASSA Corner for more updates 

and info. 

 

 

 

MYP, From Principles into Practice 
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Newbies Orientation is ongoing… 

Thumbs up to the Student Council and Peer buddy team. They are making our Newbies feel at 

home and know more about their school. They started the day with an interactive tour on 

campus where they got to know the facilities and staff.  
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Newbies learning TIS hymn and anthem and knowing the IB Learner Profile. 
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2018/19 TIS Calendar 
 

 

2018/19 TIS School Calendar 
 

 

Month Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa S Wk Public & School holidays / Events 

 29 30 31 1 2 3 4   7; SMT commences duty; 9: Staff commences duty 

Aug 

2018 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11   11-20: Yale Young African Scholars Program;  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18   13-17: Inschool Workshops and training; 21: Eid Al Adha (PH) 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 1  22: Amnesty Workshop; 23: New students commence;   

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 1 1 25: Continuing students return to hostels; 30-31: CAS G11 trip 

8- Health Walk 

Sep 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1 2 8: Health Walk: HepB Awareness; ACT 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 1 3 10: Footprints assembly presentation 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 1 4 19-22:Red Cross Workshop;21: Ghana Founder’s Day (PH); Speaker of the Year 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 1 5 26: Special Assembly: The Beginning 

30 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 6 1:Educational Forum; 3:Literary & Cultural Night; 6:Adjavon Cup; SAT; 

36: Adjavon Cup 

Oct 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 1 7 7: Thanksgiving Durbar; 13: PSAT; 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 1 8 17-24:UK trip (Bio/Geog/ESS);18: Board Meets; 19-20: Creative Writers’ W/S; 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 1 9 20: ISSAG Soccer/Handball/ Tennis; 19-26: Mid-semester break; 27: ACT 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 1 10 21-23O: SL/Dukies Camp (B/S);1-15: Staff appraisals; 3: SAT (Subjects only) 

Nov 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 11 2: DOE Visit to TIS; and DOE Concert (Accra) 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 1 12 12/13: MYP Verification Visit; 17: ISSAG Swimming/Volleyball/Table Tennis 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 1 13 18: Dress Rehearsal; 22: Final Rehearsal; 23:Beauty & The Beast (National T) 

25 26 27 28 29 30 1 1 14  

Dec 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1 15 1: SAT; 5: TIS Family Xmas Lunch; 7: Farmers’ Day (PH); End of semester 

vacation commences 9 10 11 12 13 14 15   8: ACT; 9-12: SL/Dukies Camp (Gold); 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22    

23 24 25 26 27 28 29   25: Christmas 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5   1: New Year's Day;  3: Staff resume;  5: Students return to hostels 

Jan 

2019 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 2 16 7: Classes recommence; 7-13: Alumni Week Celebration 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2 17 18-19: Public speaking W/S 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2 18 26: ISSAG Basketball/hockey 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 2 19 27: S2 Thanksgiving/ Leadership Induction; 30-1: G11 SL Trip2 

Feb 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 2 20 7: TIS Careers Fair (2.30-4.00pm)9: ACT 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 2 21 14: Board meeting; 16: Chocolate Friendship Day;  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 2 22  

24 25 26 27 28 1 2 2 23  

Mar 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 2 24 6: Independence Day (PH: Red Cross Action); 9: ISSAG Athletics; SAT 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 2 25  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 2 26 17: 2019 TIS Expression Day; 20-25: ALAMAU 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 2 27 25-29: Mid-semester break 

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 2 28  

Apr 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 2 29 13: ACT 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 2 30 18: Easter break commences; 19: Good Friday; 18-19: Dukies Camp 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 2 31 21: Easter Sunday 22: Easter Monday; students return to hostels 

28 29 30 1 2 3 4 2 32 1: May Day (PH) 

May 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 33 2: DP exams commence; SAT 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 2 34  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 2 35 23: Board meeting; 24: DP Exams end; 25: African Unity Day; 25-27 IB Trip 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 36 31: Leavers Dinner;1: Achievers’ Day; Students may depart hostels after 2.00pm 

Jun 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8   7: Last day for teachers 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15    

16 17 18 19 20 21 22    

23 24 25 26 27 28 29   21-29: Canadian cultural exchange [Footprints] 

30 1 2 3 4 5 6    

Jul 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13    

14 15 16 17 18 19 20   14-17: Summer STEM/IMUN Exchange in Washington [Footprints] 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27    

28 29 30 31 1 2 3   29-4: SL/Dukies Camp (Gold) 

  V.160818   
 
THEME: Reflecting on our journey. Inspiring new directions 
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