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Congratulations! 
This week’s edition is dedicated to our Class of 2020 - the 
Risk-Takers. [All regular contributions will feature in next 
week’s Bulletin.]

Let’s start with the most commonly-used sentence of 2020. 
‘Well, we didn’t see that coming!’

Yet, was our Class of 2020 prophetic by not wanting the 
traditional Leavers’ Dinner this year? They made that 
decision back in February. Why were our traditional 
graduation photos taken in January and not April, as usual?

Not sitting the May DP exams is a unique experience: it has 
never happened before! There are mixed feelings about this, 
but we should not waste time thinking about something that 
is out of our control.
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At	TIS,	

we	believe	adequate	sleep	
each	night	will	enable	
students	to	feel	rested	in	
the	morning	and	ready	to	
function	at	their	best	to	
tackle	their	challenges	for	
the	day	and	tick	off	plenty	
of	boxes	along	the	way.	
Without	adequate	rest,	we	
know	it	will	affect	their	
performance,	health,	
appetite,	attitude	and	
behaviour.	

COVID-19	

•Wash	your	hands	
frequently	and	thoroughly	
with	soap	and	water,	before	
and	after	eating,	and	after	
going	to	the	washroom.			

Dry	your	hands	thoroughly	
or	the	advantage	of	
washing	your	hands	is	lost.	

•Practise	social	distancing	
at	all	times.																																			

Thought	for	the	Week	

When you come out of the 
storm, you won’t be the 
same person who walked 
in. That’s what this storm’s 
all about.

-	Haruki	Murakami
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But with the closure of schools, there was no way that our 
special Class of 2020 would miss out on their graduation. This 
is a proud TIS tradition of farewelling our graduates and 
welcoming our newest Alumni.

On behalf of TIS, I congratulate our G12 students, the Risk-
Takers on completing the IB Diploma Programme. I wish you 
future success in your university studies and look forward to 
welcoming you back as Alumni when you next visit TIS. Enjoy 
your special day, tomorrow.

Tomorrow’s Lockdown 
Just a reminder of the directive on Page 7 of the president’s 
six-page speech last Sunday: there is a special lockdown 
everywhere from 9.30am - 2.00pm tomorrow, Saturday, 6 
June. This is to ensure everyone will be watching the virtual 
Graduation of the TIS Class of 2020 on YouTube or Facebook 
(and then celebrate). Make sure you have your families with 
you for this special occasion. COVID-19 has stopped so many 
things over the last six months, but it will not stop TIS 
celebrating our Risk-Takers. It will be something very, very 
special.

Dr Ken Darvall (Principal) 
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Making Us Proud 

•Our	Class	of	2020,	the	
Risk-Takers:	Aku	Addo,	
John	Adjei,	Sam	Adjei-
Sah,	Nana	Afranie-Adjei,	
Aliou	Agalassou,	Phoebe	
Agyarko,	India	Agyeman,	
Betty	Ajavon,	Kwasi	
Ankama-Asamoah,	Kezia	
Anthonio,	Chisom	
Anyaehie,	Kodjo	Asafu-
Adjaye,	Princess	Asiedu,	
Etornam	Attipoe,	Chelsea	
Bada,	Sarah	Beluonwu,	
Selali	Blege,	Masbe	
Buah,	Kendric	Effah-
Gyan,	Baaba	Egyei-
Mensah,	Dwayne	
Gyateng,	Ibrahim	Halilu,	
Maame	Hammond,	
Daniela	Kumah,	Maame	
Kyei,	Danielle	Manteaw,	
Chinemelum	Mbanefo,	
Portia	McDave,	Noelle	
Mends,	Maame	Mensah-
Asante,	Yeyo	Nartey,	
Jennifer	Noronha,	Sophia	
Nyonyo,	Akua	Okyere,	
Temiloluwa	Olufore,	Akos	
Osei,	Nana	Osei,	Victor	
Owusu	Jr,	Ama	Owusu-
Manu,	Christal	Perdison,	
John	Quartey,	Bervelyn	
Sawyerr-Markwei,	Judah	
Sesay,	Lamoral	Tawiah,	
Kekeli	Torkornoo,	
Malaika	Webb,	Davina	
Yawson	and	Danielle	
Zedomi.	
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COUNSELLORS’ CORNER 

 

Congratulations in advance to our freshest graduating Class of 2020! You have come a long 
way, and we know that each of you are gifted and well-equipped to contribute in 
remarkable ways as you further your education wherever you go. We are so proud of you 
and look forward to celebrating you through tomorrow’s virtual graduation! It will certainly 
be the best of its kind! We invite everyone to join us, especially our precious Alumni- this 
Saturday, 6 June, at 10am sharp! 
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DP2 Reminders; 

TIS Alumni Association- We are delighted to let you know that very soon, you will join our 
vibrant TIS Alumni group! Please make sure you send us your phone numbers and updated 
email details, so we can add you to the TIS Alumni platform. Keep in touch and visit us 
whenever you are in town. We are happy to assist you even after you leave TIS, so feel free 
to reach out, if we can help you in anyway. 

Connect with your university, find out next steps- Again, we wish to urge you to get in 
touch with your chosen university, and also visit their official website, so you do not miss 
any pertinent information on the next steps for 2020 fall enrollment/start of school. You 
may be able to start enrolling in classes, and sort out accommodation and other 
requirements ahead of re-opening day. Updates on start dates, mode of classes (virtual or 
on campus) and freshman/first year orientation dates are important to note as well, so 
please reach out to the admissions offices now. 

Student Visas/ Study Permits- Although most embassies still remain closed, the online visa 
application process may be open. So, consider creating an account online on the official 
country-specific visa application website and start the student visa application process this 
month. 
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CAS-SA Corner 

IB Class of 2020, the Risk-Takers, reflect on their high school journey, achievements, 
challenges, memories, experiences, family, friends, the Diploma Programme and life after 
TIS. I am confident their story will inspire you! 
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It’s a family affair! Class of 2020 we celebrate you! 

To our daughter Akua, 

All too soon the IB Class of 2020 of which you were part of 
has ended its TIS journey. You didn’t just add up to the 
numbers, but you made a good name for yourself and the 
family as well. We are extremely proud of the young lady 
you have become and believe you will do great in the years 
ahead.  

It’s unfortunate the COVID-19 pandemic has shortened the 
celebration you deserve, but we are still thankful for how far 
God has brought you. We say, Mo ne adwuma pa!  

Congratulations to all of you. Mr. and Mrs. Okyere. 

 

I spent the entire first week fretting over the fact that 
Kendric looked so unhappy when I dropped him off to 
commence his journey at TIS four years ago. On the first 
visiting Sunday, within minutes of Kendric appearing, 
my car was filled with his mates who all came to say hello 
and introduce themselves as his friends. What a relief it 
was to see that my boy had not only settled down but 
made so many friends and I was not surprised when he 
chose to serve the school as the Head Boy. Son, I am 
proud of you, your friends, your school and all your 
achievements. 

TIS, the best decision ever! 

Gertrude Oheneba Sodji - Kendric's Mum  
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It’s a family affair! Class of 2020 we celebrate you! 

Class of 2020 – the ‘Risk Takers’!  What a befitting 
accolade!  You have braved all odds against the COVID-19 
pandemic to graduate in style.  Bravo!  

To our dearest Christal, ‘Bestie’, from birth, through cradle to 
this academic milestone, you have been an epitome of 
success.  Your perseverance is as enviable as your warm 
personality is infectious. As you journey on to higher academic 
laurels, we urge you to safeguard the virtues of self-discipline, 
character, honesty, modesty, hard work and godliness that we 
have instilled in you.  With these attributes, the world is your 
oyster!  

Always remember Proverbs 9:10 – the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom!  

Hearty CONGRATULATIONS on your successful graduation and Godspeed in your next 
endeavour. Eric & Frieda Perdison (Parents) 

 

Dwayne, once again you've made us proud. Keep the dream 
alive and the world will be yours. Remember that the process 
of learning never ends. Congrats!!! 

We are with you always. 

To the class of 2020, our heartfelt blessings to you. Even 
though your final year was not how you envisioned it, it will 
be marked as unique among all year groups and will never be 
forgotten. CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL!!! Peter 
and Hilda Gyateng  

 

Congratulations Phoebe. We are so grateful to God for your 
successful completion of High School. Well done Phoebe!! 
Your sisters set a high standard, but in your unique way, 
you were able to shine without succumbing to the pressure. 
You were driven by grit, tenacity and resilience, and by the 
grace of God you have delivered great results for which are 
most proud. Congratulations on a great performance in 
keeping with the Agyarko tradition!  

Dear Class of 2020, The Risk Takers, as you step out of TIS 
into the next phase of your life to take on the risks in this 
world, remember to trust in the Lord and lean not on your 
own understanding! In all your ways acknowledge God and 

He will direct your paths. CONGRATULATIONS once again! Mummy and Daddy – Mr 
and Mrs Agyarko  
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It’s a family affair! Class of 2020 we celebrate you! 

“Congratulations for this first great accomplishment. It was a 
long journey to reach this point, from Bamako to Tema, via 
Ouagadougou and Yaounde; you have overcome hurdles.  

Be mindful that this is the first step and there is a lot to 
achieve before your university graduation. We are looking 
forward to the next four years to celebrate even more 
success.  

The whole Agalassou family is proud of you. 

May ALLAH always guide your steps.” - Family Agalassou 

 

 

Congratulations our darling Koko, 

This is the beginning of a whole new world for you, with 
greater opportunities that will come your way. 
Koko, congratulations as you tidy up your IB Diploma 
Programme.  
Keep pulling your weight and never be content with just 
giving your level best. Once you have learnt to believe in 
yourself and in God, ALL things are indeed possible. 
Your dad and I have no doubts about your ability to go on 
in life and do great exploits. 
The Lord will bless you with courage and endurance 
needed for your next bold step into the university. Mum 
and Dad 
 

 
When we gained admission for our daughter, Portia 
McDave, into Grade 9 at Tema International School (TIS), 
we were full of expectations that her years at TIS would see 
a remarkable improvement in her total academic life. 
We are excited and grateful that our expectations have been 
met.   During our visits, we took note of their well-
mannered behaviour, their intelligent conversations and 
indeed their selfless willingness to assist each other.  
We joyfully and gratefully testify to the comprehensive 
education, grooming and guidance which were all achieved 
by our daughter at TIS. 

We wish our daughter Portia McDave and every student of IB Class 2020 success even as they 
work hard to translate their interests and potentials into their heartfelt professions and careers. 
God Bless them all. Mr. & Mrs. McDave  
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It’s a family affair! Class of 2020 we celebrate you! 
 

Our beautiful, amazing, talented, resilient, and God-fearing 
darling daughter, Danielle. We love you and are immensely 
proud of you. You have again showed the fighter that you are, 
and again, your results testify that God is with you. You have 
been a role model to your younger ones and to others around you, 
displaying focus and determination notwithstanding the risk of 
changing schools at a critical and demanding stage (DP2).  And 
you conquered.  

We are supremely confident that you will excel and conquer 
whatever is before you as you move into your next phase. 
Congratulations! Your trust in the Lord and his ever-abiding 
presence in you, makes you a victor always.  

We love you! Daddy, Mummy, Michelle, Nathan and Joseph. 

 

Kwasi Ankama-Asamoah aka Potato, aka KOTAA, 
 
You entered TIS August 2014, already known to the 
Community as Potato from 2008, inheriting from your 
siblings Yam, Cocoyam and your sister, who though never 
attended TIS, was named Sweet Potato. You continued the 
legacy of your siblings’ leadership in Music & Performance 
in Genesis and Yellow Outeniqua. You further carved your 
own niche in Choreography & Dance and pioneering the 
Brass Band. You struck gold when you added “Student of the 
week” in January 2020, by single-handedly repping Yellow 
Outeniqua in almost all the Athletic Competitions. And then, 
TIS stopped, for your 18th birthday, for your affability. You 
exit as KOTAA, with ambition to become the next sound 
development icon.  

For these feats and future endeavors, The Tubers, after 15 years in TIS, would like to institute 
– The Ankama-Asamoah, TUBERS PRIZE for MUSIC & PERFORMANCE 
LEADERSHIP, for 15 years. 
The Tubers - Yam, Cocoyam, Sweet Potato, Daddy & Mummy 
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It’s a family affair! Class of 2020 we celebrate you! 
Dear Maame Abena Mensah-Asante,   
Congratulations for your achievement!!! You made it. You 
have worked so hard to reach this stage of your life. Indeed 
the Lord makes all things beautiful in His time. This is just the 
beginning of great things ahead. The door to new 
opportunities has just opened for you, Maame Abena. Enjoy 
your graduation, we are so proud of you. Wishing you all the 
success and happiness the world has to offer. 
Shalom! George, Daddy.  
  
 
 

Dear John Q., 
Congratulations from us, your parents, sisters, and the entire 
family. We are so proud of you and your achievements as an all-
rounder.  
Your Grandparents are proud of your sterling sportsmanship and 
your ability to find excellent balance between your academic and 
social life. You are our bright morning star and we love you so 
much.  
We pray that your future is filled with all your dreams and wishes 
for yourself. Best wishes to you and the graduating TIS IB class 
of 2020, a mature group of young adults who have overcome 
many challenges including the Covid-19 virus to complete high 
school successfully. Go Graduands and may God continue to 

bless you all.  Ian & Hon Mona Quartey  
 

 

Dear Chinemelum, 
We are so happy to share in the excitement of your graduation 
today, making us proud as always. Our Love, Prayers and Blessings 
are always with you as you take the lead. 
To all the Risk-Takers, we say congratulations on your graduation 
– the door to new opportunities. Take pride in how far you have 
come, but more importantly, have faith in how far you’ll go. 
As Risk-Takers, you are not only strong and willing, but 
courageous enough to venture into the unknown, experience the 
unexpected and conquer. Strive to live up to your class name, for 
the difference between the “ordinary” and the “extraordinary” is just the little “extra”. Kelechi 
& Jude Mbanefo. Parents of Chinemelum Mbanefo. 
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It’s a family affair! Class of 2020 we celebrate you! 

My darling Jennifer, 23rd August 2018 was the day you stepped 
into the “global” village (TIS) from a “local” village (Sacred 
Heart). Two years have passed by in a jiffy and you have 
blossomed into a truly global citizen. Your outlook about life 
has changed positively and the grooming has been excellent. 
You have learnt that to be independent you have to be inter-
dependent. Your journey wasn’t easy but you have 
deciphered “survival of the fittest”. Now that you have wings 
to fly, soar high like an eagle, dare to be different, conquer the 
world with the knowledge, for “applied knowledge is key” to 
success. God is your strength, never ever forget. Without an iota 
of doubt, we love you. God bless.  Daddy, Edgar Noronha 
 
 

Class of 2020, you are very special. You made us proud. 
CONGRATULATIONS!! All too soon, you’ve reached the IBDP 
stop on the TIS journey of your life. We give God all the glory 
and praise. 
To Aku Addo - On your TIS ride, we have seen unearthed talents 
and revealed strengths, notably a “CAN DO” attitude which will 
open greater doors to you. It is undeniable that you possess the 
key to a successful future as you continue to champion your 
family mantra, “H.H.D “– Honesty, Hardwork and Dedication. 
We truly are very proud of who you have become. Well done! 
Special thanks to all TIS staff. You have impacted Aku and all her 
mates very positively. HATS OFF TO YOU!! William and 

Amma Addo – Daddy and Mummy  
 
 
Six years ago, Betty left us for Tema International School (TIS). 
TIS, no doubt is an excellent school, but she was entering during 
a very challenging time for the ADJAVON family.  
Today, I recount Betty before TIS and have assessed Betty post 
TIS. 
I see a transformed lady in whom I am very well pleased. Betty 
has treasured memories, amazing life experiences with a level of 
confidence that will continue to impact on her life. 
Betty’s journey has been worthwhile and we are grateful we made 
that decision six years ago. 
I am positive and confident Betty will achieve her dreams as she 
plans to make her mark and take the world by storm. 
To the class of 2020, I wish you all well and thank you all for the support you extended to each 
other.  
Cecilia E. Ajavon (Mrs.) 
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It’s a family affair! Class of 2020 we celebrate you! 

On that fateful Wednesday afternoon back in August 2014 
when I first brought my then 11 years-old Malaika to Tema 
International School (TIS) as a 7th grader, this graduation day 
seemed eons away! We had just returned from the US a couple 
of months earlier. She had recently lost her youngest sibling 
and only brother 4 months earlier. She had completely lost her 
hearing and had to become a cochlear implant user 8 months 
earlier. The challenges seemed insurmountable at the time. 
Was this a good time to send Malaika away to boarding 
school? The separation anxiety seemed more intense for me. 
Could I bear to see Malaika move away from home so soon? 
She wasn’t sure if she was ready either. But we knew that TIS 
would be the best school for her. An international school like 

TIS would be able to understand and embrace her special needs. And so it was!  
 
Malaika started from Grade 7. We took the journey one day at a time. As days turned to weeks 
and weeks to months, the years rolled by. Her achievements while at TIS were more than 
admirable. Over the years, we watched as she developed from a shy, quiet girl to a confident, 
resolved young lady. Now here we are, six years later, and our dearest Malaika is a high school 
graduate! Congratulations to Malaika and to the entire TIS Class of 2020!!!  To God be all the 
glory! Great things He has done!  It is my prayer that your years ahead will be filled with God’s 
favour and guidance. I pray that the exceptional training and values you’ve received from TIS 
will never leave you!  I’ve been very excited these past weeks looking forward each day to a 
post on a member of this graduating class. Your statements have been refreshingly filled with 
passion, purpose and boldness!  Please, as you leave the shores of TIS and enter the “real 
world”, do not allow anyone to dim down your dreams and aspirations. Dare to continue to be 
bold because you are more than able to conquer the world! You’ve been well equipped by your 
training at TIS.  
 
I leave you all with these words from Christian writer, William Arthur Ward: “If you can 
imagine it, you can achieve it; if you can dream it, you can become it.” Now go forth and make 
a difference in your world! Congratulations to all of you! Hurray TIS Class of 2020!!!  
Mr and Mrs Webb 
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It’s a family affair! Class of 2020 we celebrate you! 
Victor, you joined the TIS family two years ago and everyone 
can testify to the fact that your growth, mentally, is 
impeccable.  
 
Victor, we are extremely proud of you. Your zeal to become a 
better version of yourself to you achieving it is such an 
inspiration. Your TIS journey has shown us that you are a 
fighter, one who doesn’t give up, even when situations don’t 
favour you.   
 
We hope you continue to fight and press on as you embark on 
life’s journey.  
 

Do not forget that your God has been ever present in all your battles and will forever be.  
 
Finally, never forget that you were born for greatness. Your name says so! Let your name be 
a reminder that Victory is your portion. We love you son, we love you brother, we love you 
friend! 
Cheers to the TIS graduating class of 2020! 
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Meet IB students from the Graduating class of 
2020 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wfyPxYI1u0&feature=youtu.be 

Phoebe Agyarko, Class of 2020 was chosen to represent Tema International School. TIS is 
among the “7 unique IB World Schools” featured in the IB Community Blog this week.   
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Celebrating the Class of 2020  
Join us as we celebrate each member of the IB Class of 2020 on a daily bases within our Social 
Media Handles. Follow TIS on social media. Click on the links below and join us on Twitter, 
FaceBook and Instagram. Like, comment and share the inspiring Poster of each member of our 
graduating Class. 

https://www.instagram.com/tema_international_school/ - https://web.facebook.com/TISGhana 

https://twitter.com/TIS_Ghana 
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Celebrating the Class of 2020  

Noelle, you rock!!! You made entertainment fun. We appreciate your contributions to TIS 
events.[You were the best entertainment executive - Dr Ken.]  We love you. Keep being 
amazing.  
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Celebrating the Class of 2020  

Congratulations, Sarah!!! You made the most of the several opportunities in TIS. Well done!  
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Celebrating the Class of 2020  

Congratulations Danielle. We are proud of the amazing young woman you have become. 
Thanks for the awesome memories.  
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Celebrating the Class of 2020  

Dear Chisom. We are proud of your achievements during your two year stay in TIS. Keep it 
up. Congratulations.  
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Celebrating the Class of 2020  

Aliou, we are happy you found a home in TIS. We are proud you joined our family. 
Congratulations!!!  
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Celebrating the Class of 2020  

Baaba, congratulations!!!! You made it! You have grown into an amazing young woman. 
We appreciate all your contributions to the TIS family. We love you. 
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Celebrating the Class of 2020  

Congratulations Chinemelum!!! We will miss the sweet sounds you played from the 
saxophone. We love you.  
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