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Exeats
Exeats for secondary school students cover passport and visa matters, family events, as well
as medical, dental, optical and medical appointments.

Students are allowed a maximum of 8 days per semester. Note: A weekend exeat that commences 
on Friday and ends on Sunday counts as three days.

For a weekend exeat, students must return by 5.00pm on the Sunday.

All exeat requests must be completed online and submitted with at least 48 hours’ notice, with the 
exception of urgent medical issues. Weekend exeat requests must be received by the preceeding 
Wednesday. Any requests after this deadline will not be approved.

The integrity of an exeat request is critical.

No exeats will be granted if a student has outstanding work.

No exeats will be granted during the last week before a semester break.

Parents/Drivers must show the approved exeat from their phone to security to enter.

(NO SHOW. NO GO.)

Access the general exeat form from here: https://www.tis.edu.gh/exeat-form/

Families should plan their exeat requests carefully to avoid any disappointment.

Main Campus Information

Visiting
For visits until December 2025, parents will be required to book their visit online. 
Please go to: https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/pznfv
Complete your details and click next to select your day and time. 
Then click next to receive a confirmation of your booking.

If you do not receive confirmation of the date and time, then you have not completed your 
booking.

Weekend times will usually go from 2.00 - 5.00pm on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays. 

Sessions are 60 minutes.

Only one booking per family per weekend.

There are restrictions on food and/or drink that may be consumed during a visit.
Book early to avoid disappointment. 

6 - 8 - 2025



Tema International School Weekly Bulletin 17 October 2025

Vol. 22, No.12 5

 

 

       TIS 2025/26 School Calendar   

August 2025  September 2025  October 2025 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

     1 2   1 2 3 4 5 6     1 2 3 4 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9  7 8 9 10 11 12 13  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 15 16 17 18 19 20  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23  21 22 23 24 25 26 27  19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30  28 29 30      26 27 28 29 30 31  
31                       

 
November 2025  December 2025  January 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
      1   1 2 3 4 5 6      1 2 3 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8  7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15  14 15 16 17 18 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22  21 22 23 24 25 26 27  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29  28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
30                       

 
February 2026  March 2026  April 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7  1 2 3 4 5 6 7     1 2 3 4 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14  8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  15 16 17 18 19 20 21  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28  22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

        29 30 31      26 27 28 29 30   
                       

 
May 2026  June 2026  July 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
     1 2   1 2 3 4 5 6     1 2 3 4 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  7 8 9 10 11 12 13  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16  14 15 16 17 18 19 20  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23  21 22 23 24 25 26 27  19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30  28 29 30      26 27 28 29 30 31  
31                       

 
Public holidays 2025/26 
4 Aug, 2025 Founders’ Day Jan 1, 2026 New Year's Day 3 Apr, 2026 Good Friday 
22 Sep, 2025 KN Memorial Day 7 Jan, 2026 Constitution Day 6 Apr, 2026 Easter Monday 
5 Dec, 2025 Farmers’ Day 6 Mar, 2026 Independence Day 1 May, 2026 May Day 
Dec 25, 2025 Christmas Day 20 Mar, 2026 Eid Al Fitr (TBC) 27 May, 2026 Eid Al-Adha (TBC) 

 Dates and/or events are subject to changes.  
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FIRST SEMESTER 
1/8/25  2025 MYP Results Released; 2025 MYP Enquiries Upon Results Open;  
1/8/25  MYP PP: Final product (photo evidence upload)  
5/8/25  All staff resume 
11/8/25  Student Council executives return 
13/8/25  Newbies arrive (Meeting @ 2.00pm) 
15/8/25  PYP Meet the teacher session (1.30pm) 
16/8/25  Personal Project: Criterion B draft due 
17/8/25  Continuing secondary students resume 
18/8/25  All P-12 classes commence 
22/8/25  TIS Junior Soccer Championships 
23/8/25  SAT 
24/8/25  School Performance auditions  
29/8/25  TIS Senior Soccer Championships  
30/8/25  Peer Buddies Workshop. NO EXEATS FOR NEWBIES. Dukies RA trip 
31/8/25  Thanksgiving Service (11.00am) NO EXEATS Dukies RA trip 
6/9/25  TIS Tennis Championships/TIS Badminton Championships;  
6/9/25  PYP Parents training session (9.00am); ACT 
10-11/9/25 PYP Evaluation Visit 
11/9/25  G12 TOK Exhibition 
12/9/25  MYP PP Criterion B final due 
13/9/25  SAT; MYP & DP Parents Information sessions. NO EXEATS (Until after these sessions) 
19/9/25  PYP End of Unit 1 #WI; DP Geography Excursion  
20/9/25  TIS Sporty Family. NO EXEATS  
24/9/25  Girls Handball Championships 
25/9/25  Boys Handball Championships 
26/9/25  MYP CP: Community tour 
27/9/25  High School Praise (Praise Night Fundraiser) 
28/9-5/10/25 22nd Anniversary TIS Spirit Week. Career Fair  NO EXEATS 
3/10/25  TIS Founders’ Day. Main Campus admissions open for 2025/2027 
4/10/25  SAT; 
5/10/25  22nd  Anniversary Thanksgiving Service. NO EXEATS until after 1.00pm) 
5-8/10/25 Dukies Gold Aawrd Camp 
6-11/10/25 Mid-semester break 
12/10/25  Students return to hostels 
13/10/25  All classes resume after mid-semester 
14/10/25  G9/G11 Changes to Subject Selections close; DP Geography Data Excursion 
15-17/10/25 AIS MUN 
18/10/25  PSAT: ISSAG Football, Handball, Tennis; ACT 
20/10/25  MYP PP: Criterion C draft due 
20/10/25  Student Council (SC) shadowing process commences;  
21/10/25  G12 EE Café 
23/10/25  Girls Volleyball Championships (during ASA) 
24/10/25  Boys Volleyball Championships (during ASA) 
25/10/25  ISSAG Football, Handball, finals  
26/10/25  TIS swimming championships (3.00 – 5.00pm) 
28-29/10/25 I&S Celebration Days 
31/10/25  PYP End of Unit 2 Celebrations; Submission of G12 TOK Draft Essay; Language competition (7-12) 
1/11/25  ISSAG Volleyball, Swimming and Badminton 
3/11/25  DP Business Management Excursion 
8/11/25  SAT; Annual Production NO EXEATS 
11-12/11/25 Collaborative Sciences Project – G12; 
14/11/25  PYP Book Day 
17-21/11/25 MYP5 On-screen examination (Reports due 5/12/25) No exeats for G10 
19-28/11/25 G11-12 end of semester exams (Reports due 5/12/25) No exeats for G11-12 
24/11/25  MYP CP: Presentation of objectives 
28/11/25  PYP End of Unit 3 3WI; 
29/11/25  MYP PP Criterion C completion; Peer Buddies Workshop 
1/12/25  SC applications open for 2026 elections 
6/12/25  SAT 
7/12/25  Choral Night (Chaplaincy) 
8/12/25  Christmas Lunch  
9/12/25  MYP PP Final Report due: photo evidence & bibliography upload 
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10/12/25  Last day for the first semester: Students may depart after 3-Way interviews or 1.00pm if no interview 
12/12/25:  Last day for teachers 
13/12/25  ACT 
SECOND SEMESTER 
6/1/26  Staff Wellbeing Retreat 
8-9/1/26  Staff training days  
11/1/26  Students return to hostels; applications for 2024 SC positions close 
12/1/26  Second semester commences. 
12-18/1/26 Alumni Homecoming Week 
17/1/26  TIS Athletics Championships. NO EXEATS BEFORE 1.00PM 
18/1/26  Alumni Thanksgiving Service 
19/1/26  SC Manifesto Readings 
20/1/26  2026 Student Council elections by voting (7.00am-4.00pm) 
24/1/26  ISSAG Basketball, Table Tennis and Hockey. 
28-30/1/26 IDU Days; G12 EE; G11 EE, 11/12 CAS Reflection Day 
31/1/26  SC Leadership Camp  NO EXEATS FOR SCHOOL LEADERS ; ISSAG Basketball, TT & Hockey D2 
1/2/26  Student Leadership Induction Ceremony  NO EXEATS  
7/2/26  Creative Writing Workshop 
9-13/2/26 MYP5 Mock On-screen examination NO G10 EXEATS 
12/2/26  G11 TOK Exhibition. NO G11 EXEATS 
13/2/26  PYP End of Unit 4 #WI;  Early Years Family Day; TIS Squash Championships; 
14/2/26  Peer Buddies Workshop; Chocolate Friendship Day 
16-27/2/26 DP Mocks. NO G12 EXEATS 
25/2/26  MYP PP standardisation and moderation (teachers) 
27-28/2/26 ISSAG Athletics; 
7/3/26  MYP Projects (Personal & Community) NO EXEATS (until after this session) 
11/3/25  PYP – MYP Info Day at Main Campus 
12/3/26  G11 TOK Exhibition. NO G11 EXEATS 
14/3/26  SAT; Pi Day 
20/3/26  MYP PP: Academic Honesty First Record 
21/3/26  2026 STEAM Day NO EXEATS (until after the event) 
27/3/26  PYP End of Unit 5 Unit Celebrations;Three-way interviews: Students depart AFTER interviews 
28-30/3/26 DP Geography Field Trip 
28/3-12/4/26 Mid-semester break 
31/3/26  MYP PP Criterion A draft due; Draft 2026/2027 Calendar Overview Released 
11/4/26   ACT 
12/4/26   Students return to hostels 
13/4/26  All classes resume after mid-semester;  
17/4/26  G11 EE Cafe 
18/4/26  G12 Grad photos (All day). NO G12 EXEATS; MYP5 Examprep workshop (NO G10 EXEATS) 
19/4/26  Exam Candidates’ Service  NO EXEATS 
21/4/26  MYP5->DP1info session; PP Criterion A draft due 
24/4-22/5/26 DP Final Exams 
24/4/26  PYP Spelling Bee 
2/5/26  SAT 
4/5/26  MYP PP Criterion A final due 
4-15/5/26 MYP IBMYP On-screen examination 
16-30/5/26 Break for MYP5 leavers (Leavers return to Hostels on 30/5/26 by 5.00 pm) 
18-29/5/26 G11 semester exams; G10 classes resume (compulsory attendance). 
20-26/5/26 MYP4 On-screen examination 
21/5/26  PYP End of Unit 6 3WI 
22/5/26  PYPX & VAX 
23/5/26  Leavers’ Dinner    
29/5/26  MYP4 (2025/2026) subject selections 
30/5/26  2026 PYP Annual Achievers & Graduation Ceremony; Last day for PYP Students 
31/5/26  Peer Buddies Workshop 
5/6/25  Last day for PYP staff 
6/6/26  2026 MYP/DP Annual Achievers and Graduation Ceremony; Last day for MYP/DP Students 
12/6/26  Last day for teachers; S2 reports published.  
13/6/26  ACT 
20/6/26  France/Spain trips commence 
11/7/26  ACT; France/Spain trips end 
25/7/26  MYP PP: Final Product (Photo evidence upload) 

     V010925 
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THE ROLE OF ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS IN THE PROGRAMME OF INQUIRY 
(POI) 

At Tema International School (TIS) Primary Campus, our goal is to nurture well-rounded, 
internationally minded learners who explore knowledge through meaningful and authentic 
connections. Within the International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP), the 
Programme of Inquiry (POI) serves as a dynamic framework that integrates transdisciplinary 
learning across subjects, encouraging students to see knowledge as interconnected rather than 
compartmentalized. 

In addition to core areas such as English, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies, additional 
subjects, including Music, Visual Arts, Drama and Dance, Sign Language, French, and 
Mandarin, play a vital role in enriching the learning experience. These subjects are not merely 
supplementary; they are essential pathways through which students explore, express, and 
extend their understanding of central ideas within their Units of Inquiry. 

Each additional subject offers unique opportunities for students to think critically, 
communicate effectively, and express themselves creatively. Through these disciplines, 
learners develop a deeper awareness of cultural diversity, refine their aesthetic appreciation, 
and build essential life skills such as collaboration, reflection, and problem-solving. Moreover, 
these subjects nurture the attributes of the IB Learner Profile, helping students become 
inquirers, communicators, open-minded, reflective, and balanced individuals. 
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Music 

At TIS Primary, Music serves as a powerful medium for students to explore, express, and 
extend their understanding of concepts within the Programme of Inquiry (POI). It offers 
multiple avenues for students to demonstrate their learning through listening, responding, 
performing, and creating. As students respond to music, they are exposed to a rich variety of 
musical traditions from different cultures and time periods. They engage with these pieces 
through movement, dance, and body percussion, translating rhythm and melody into expressive 
physical forms. This fosters not only appreciation but also a deeper sensory and emotional 
connection to music. 

Students also develop analytical listening skills by exploring instrumental sources, lyrical 
themes, and musical elements such as rhythm, melody, harmony, tempo, and dynamics. They 
learn to interpret how music communicates meaning and emotion, and how composers use 
various techniques to express ideas. Through guided discussions and reflective listening, 
learners make connections between music and their Units of Inquiry, discovering, for example, 
how songs reflect identity, history, or social change. 

Creativity lies at the heart of the Music curriculum. Students are encouraged to compose, 
improvise, and collaborate as they create their own songs, often inspired by the central ideas 
they are exploring in their classroom inquiries. Using research and communication skills, they 
craft original lyrics that express their understanding of concepts such as migration, community, 
or responsibility. These creative projects not only strengthen their musical abilities but also 
foster critical thinking and innovation. 
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Visual Arts 

Visual Arts at TIS Primary campus provides students with opportunities to interpret, explore, 
and represent their learning through various media such as painting, drawing, sculpture, 
collage, and digital art etc. Through these creative processes, students inquire into concepts 
like form, perspective, and symbolism, deepening their understanding of the world around them 
through art. 

The integration of Visual Arts with the Units of Inquiry helps learners connect artistic 
expression with real-world contexts. For instance, when exploring a unit on “Human 
migration,” students may create visual narratives that depict people’s journeys and emotions, 
promoting empathy and understanding. Similarly, in a unit on “Environmental conservation,” 
learners may design posters or mixed-media artworks to raise awareness about sustainability 
and the protection of natural resources. 

Through Visual Arts, students learn to observe carefully, think critically, and communicate 
ideas that may be complex or abstract. They gain confidence in expressing themselves visually 
and develop an appreciation for diverse artistic traditions and cultural expressions. The subject 
also nurtures problem-solving skills as students make choices about composition, color, and 
materials to convey meaning effectively. 

Ultimately, Visual Arts within the POI empower students to become open-minded, creative 
thinkers who see art not only as an aesthetic pursuit but as a powerful language of inquiry and 
reflection. 
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Drama and Dance 

At TIS Primary, Drama and Dance serve as vibrant channels through which students embody 
their learning, transforming abstract ideas into expressive action. These art forms provide 
students with opportunities to explore concepts, emotions, and stories through movement, 
dialogue, and performance. Within the context of the Programme of Inquiry (POI), Drama and 
Dance are not taught in isolation but are deeply connected to classroom learning, enabling 
students to make meaningful links between their inquiries and artistic expression. 

Through Drama, students engage in role-play, improvisation, and scripted performances that 
bring learning to life. They dramatise historical events, interpret social issues, and reimagine 
real-world scenarios from multiple perspectives. This process nurtures empathy, as students 
step into the experiences of others, developing a stronger understanding of different viewpoints 
and contexts. In doing so, they strengthen communication skills, confidence, and the ability to 
collaborate effectively in group settings. 

Dance, on the other hand, allows students to explore movement as a universal language. 
Whether choreographing routines inspired by natural phenomena, cultural traditions, or 
emotional responses to music, students learn to express meaning through rhythm, space, and 
coordinated motion. They also explore patterns, symmetry, and timing, which connect dance 
to mathematical and scientific concepts within their inquiries. 
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Sign Language 

At TIS Primary, Sign Language plays a vital role in promoting inclusivity, empathy, and respect 
for diversity within the learning community. It provides students with a unique avenue to 
communicate beyond spoken words, reinforcing the idea that expression can take many forms. 
By learning basic signs, gestures, and expressions, students become more aware of the 
experiences of individuals with hearing differences and develop a deeper appreciation for 
diverse ways of communicating. 

Within the Programme of Inquiry (POI), Sign Language is integrated meaningfully to support 
the development of key skills such as observation, concentration, and body awareness. Students 
learn that communication is not limited to speech—it also involves expression, emotion, and 
intent. This understanding encourages mindfulness and enhances their ability to interpret and 
respond to non-verbal cues in everyday interactions. 

Sign Language lessons also connect to broader themes explored in the Units of Inquiry, such 
as identity, community, and communication. Through signing songs, expressing simple ideas, 
or working collaboratively to perform short signed pieces, students experience firsthand how 
language can unite people across perceived barriers. 

Beyond communication, learning Sign Language nurtures open-mindedness and caring, two 
key attributes of the IB Learner Profile. It encourages students to see the world through others’ 
perspectives, fostering compassion and advocacy for inclusion. Ultimately, Sign Language at 
TIS Primary reminds learners that every voice matters and that true communication begins with 
understanding and empathy. 
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French 

At TIS Primary, French learning is thoughtfully integrated within the Programme of Inquiry 
(POI) to help students explore and express key concepts through another language. Lessons are 
designed to connect language learning to the central idea and lines of inquiry, ensuring that 
students see the relevance of language beyond vocabulary and grammar. For example, when 
the unit focuses on communities, students learn vocabulary about places, people, and roles in 
the community and use simple French structures to describe what they do. Through songs, 
games, visuals, dialogues, and short writing activities, they develop communication skills and 
deepen their conceptual understanding of the unit. 

French as a subject supports inquiry-based learning by encouraging students to think critically 
about how language shapes culture and identity. It enables them to make connections between 
their own experiences and those of people in Francophone communities around the world. 
Students also explore traditions, festivals, and everyday life in French-speaking countries, 
which broadens their cultural awareness and fosters international-mindedness. 

Ultimately, French learning at TIS Primary reinforces the idea that language is a tool for 
inquiry, connection, and understanding. By learning to communicate in French, students not 
only acquire a new linguistic skill but also develop a deeper appreciation for cultural diversity 
and a sense of belonging to a global community. 
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Conclusion 

At TIS Primary Campus, additional subjects are not separate from the Programme of Inquiry; 
they are integral to it. They inspire creativity, promote intercultural understanding, and give 
students diverse ways to express and demonstrate their learning.  

 



Tema International School Weekly Bulletin 17 October 2025

Vol. 22, No.12 18



Tema International School Weekly Bulletin 17 October 2025

Vol. 22, No.12 19



Tema International School Weekly Bulletin 17 October 2025

Vol. 22, No.12 20

Second Half Semester: Welcome Back …   

It is good to see students return from the break rejuvenated and ready to finish the remainder 

of the semester. A lot has been completed in the first half; much more needs to be done 

before the year ends.  

MYP 2 – 3: Students must continue to work towards meeting or exceeding performance 

expectations.  

• consistently achieve at least level 4 (maximum level 8) in each criterion in summative 

assessments or at least a grade 3 (not in more than 3 subjects) in each subject at the end 

of the semester 

• complete all process tasks for the community project (Grade 8) promptly and efficiently 

• complete all service as action initiatives promptly and efficiently 

• participate and complete all tasks in interdisciplinary units and obtain at least a grade 3 

 

MYP 4: Subject change has concluded and students must consolidate the gains made so far 

in their respective subjects. Students who have changed subjects recently must make time to 

get support from their teachers.  

 

MYP 5: Registration for the May 2026 eAssessment has been completed. Students (and their 

parents) have been informed of the pathway (Certificate or Courses) they are working 

towards. Students must continue to improve on their personal best by meeting or exceeding 

performance expectations.  

• consistently achieve at least level 4 (maximum level 8) in each criterion in summative 

assessments or at least a grade 3 (not in more than 3 subjects) in each subject at the end 

of the semester 

• complete all process tasks for the community project (Grade 8) promptly and efficiently 

• complete all service as action initiatives promptly and efficiently 

• participate and complete all tasks in interdisciplinary units and obtain at least a grade 3 
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ENHANCED MYP: BETA Components  

The conversation on the Enhanced MYP continued this 

week with Subject leaders (Heads of Department) and 

MYP Core leaders. It was clear from our initial 

conversations using the quote by Peter Senge that Tema 

International School is a learning organisation as it 

always considers ways of improving standards and 

creating opportunities for capacity building. Similarly, 

the International Baccalaureate (IB) is considered a 

learning organisation. Periodically, the IB reviews its programmes to reflect current needs of 

education and support educators to better implement the programmes.  

The MYP is at the latter stages of its review with the launch of the MYP BETA components 

around unit planning. 

   
On Tuesday 14 October, during the scheduled collaborative meeting for subject leaders, we 

explored these components and considered the similarities and differences while wondering 

the possible challenges that we might face during the implementation phase. Thankfully, we 

have from now till August 2027 to plan for the full implementation. 

 

Kindly access the following resources to know more about the Enhanced MYP.  

 
Resources  

• Beta Trial explained: https://pds.ibo.org/the-enhancing-the-myp-beta-trial-explained-
EN/#/ 

• MYP Beta prototype: https://pds.ibo.org/Prototype10MYPBeta-
EN/#/menu/6716088b3cda1e4028a382f4 

• Enhancing the MYP webinar series: https://vimeo.com/showcase/11639152 
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Ten tips for acting 
with integrity

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2022

International Baccalaureate ®   |   Baccalauréat International ®   |   Bachillerato Internacional ® 

Always act with honesty and in a 
responsible and ethical manner—being 
conscious of the influence that you have on 
those around you can set a great example to 
others. 

Don’t try to gain an unfair advantage in 
coursework, mock examinations, or 
assessments by copying someone else’s 
answers or using a mobile phone during an 
exam, for example. 

Stand up for what is right—alert a member 
of staff at your school if you suspect that 
someone has cheated. 

Take responsibility for your own actions and 
their consequences. 

Be mindful of maintaining academic 
integrity during group work/projects and 
keep track of what each group member is 
contributing. 

Familiarise yourself with the school’s rules 
and ensure that you understand what 

academic integrity means and consists of. 

Always reference and cite other people's work 
that you have used in your essays—be proud 
of explaining that you understood someone 

else's ideas and thought that they were good. 
Seek help if you are struggling or are not 

sure of expectations. 

Learn to accept your strengths and 
weaknesses and do the best that you can. 

Know how to safely collaborate and share 
work when using social media and digital 

collaborative platforms. 

Try to overcome procrastination. Managing 
your time wisely will reduce stress-induced, 

last-minute work which increases the 
likelihood of cheating. 
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THE TIS DNA

Performance
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Fast & Furious

Leadership

Experience
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(Dukies)

Integrity
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Standards

Family

Learners

BALANCE
(Academics, Sport, 

Culture, Service)

www.tis.edu.gh
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CAS-SA Corner 
TIS @ 22: A Legacy that Embraces the Future 

TIS is 22! What a blessing to mark this milestone with a week of joy, creativity, and community spirit. 
The theme for this year, “Building on Legacy: A Future of Possibilities”, came alive in every activity, 
from Spirit Week and Founders’ Day to the fundraising projects and our Thanksgiving Service. 

Spirit Week & Anniversary Celebrations 
Our 22nd Anniversary began with vibrant energy. Spirit Week was a colourful showcase of creativity, 
with students expressing themselves through My Aesthetic Day, Nollywood vs. Hollywood, Career 
Expo, and Inside Out & All Around. Each day was filled with laughter, innovation, and the unity that 
defines our TIS community. 

The celebrations reached their peak on Founders’ Day, as students, staff, parents, alumni, and our co-
founder, Mrs Comfort Adjavon, gathered to honour the vision that birthed our school. Special 
performances, cultural expressions, and heartfelt speeches reminded us of the rich legacy we carry 
forward. 

The Met Afrik Gala 
The Met Afrik Gala was truly an evening to remember, a night that beautifully blended elegance, 
culture, and purpose. The glamour, the rich African-inspired décor, the stunningly tailored outfits, the 
flavourful local dishes, and the refreshing mocktails all came together to create an atmosphere of 
celebration and unity. Beyond the beauty and fun, the Gala carried deep meaning, as proceeds from 
the sales of VVIP and VIP tables went directly to support the Saving Hearts Initiative. 

Our students not only showcased creativity and style but also demonstrated how a night of joy can 
build bonds within a learning community driven by purpose. The IB Class of 2027 truly raised the bar 
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for future year groups, securing generous sponsorships from parents and friends. Congratulations, 
Class of 2027, we are so proud of you! 

Fundraising with Purpose 
Throughout the week, our community rallied behind the Nii Okai Saving Hearts Initiative, led by the 
IB Class of 2027 as part of their CAS project. Funds raised will help provide life-saving open-heart 
surgeries for Ghanaian children with congenital heart disorders. 

Dr Ken’s latest book (The Teaching Guarantee: Three Things) and the High School Praise T-shirts 
added to the fundraising efforts, proving that every contribution counts. This spirit of giving back truly 
reflects the heart of TIS. 

Total Raised: GHC 69,500.00 (Sixty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Ghana Cedis) - Saving Hearts 
Foundation 

Leadership Transition: Continuity & Growth 
This year’s celebration was also marked by 
transition. As we bid farewell to our Principal, Dr 
Ken Darvall, we celebrate not an end but the 
continuation of our shared journey. The 
appointment of our Vice Principal, Ms Yvonne 
Tagoe (Misty), as Acting Principal reaffirms our 
deep commitment to providing holistic education. 

Under her leadership, we are confident that TIS will 
continue to thrive, innovate, and inspire excellence, 
not only in Ghana but across the world. TIS will no 
longer remain Africa’s best-kept secret, but a 
shining example of what true holistic education can 
and should be. 

Looking Forward 

From after-school programmes (ASA), CAS 
(Creativity, Activity, Service), Dukies, Service as 
Action, and community projects to international 
trips and cultural showcases, TIS remains a beacon 
of experiential learning. Our students do not just 
learn, they live education. 

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the IB 
Class of 2027, and a very special thanks to the 
student organisers, Bruhan-Deen, Yaa Shandel, 
and LesleyAnn, for their creativity, energy, and 
leadership in shaping TIS @ 22. 

This is the TIS experience: purposeful, 
transformational, and filled with joy. 

Here’s to the future, the best is yet to come! 
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Anniversary Leaders’ Message   
By Bruhan-Deen Hussein, Co-Student Leader 

Good morning, esteemed founding family, board 
of governors, parents, teaching and non-teaching 
staff, and fellow students. 

My name is Bruhan-Deen Hussein, and I stand 
before you today as the Co-Student Leader for the 
TIS @ 22 Anniversary Celebrations. Over the 
past few weeks, we have been celebrating our 
founders through the immense legacy they have 
built and the future of endless possibilities they 
continue to inspire within us. Through their 
mission, vision, and values, Tema International 
School has grown to become one of the most 
renowned and admired educational institutions in 
Ghana and across Africa. For this, we will forever 
remain grateful to our beloved co-founders, the 
late Mr Alphonse Adjavon and Mrs Comfort 
Adjavon, fondly known as Mummy. 

One of the highlights of our anniversary was the 
highly anticipated Spirit Week. This gave 
students the opportunity to step out of uniform 
and truly embrace their creativity. We began with 
My Aesthetic Day, where students expressed their 
identity through unique looks. The following day, 
students embraced the film industries by dressing 
in Nollywood or Hollywood styles. On Career 
Day, we reflected on the legacies we want to 
create by dressing as our future selves. Finally, we 
ended with Inside-Out and All-Around Day, a 
colourful explosion of fun and imagination. 

Though Spirit Week was vibrant and filled with 
joy, it was also bittersweet. This was our last 
Spirit Week with our cherished principal, Dr Ken 
Darvall, a man of integrity, dedication, and vision. 
Dr Ken skilfully guided TIS through trials and 
triumphs, most notably the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and redefined what it 
means to be excellent. Your commitment to 
academics, sports, service, and culture has 
established TIS as Africa’s best-kept secret. 
Today, we pledge to make sure TIS will no longer 
remain a secret, but be recognised worldwide as a 
truly unique and holistic school. 



Tema International School Weekly Bulletin 17 October 2025

Vol. 22, No.12 28

At this moment, I wish to thank our co-founder, Mrs Comfort Adjavon, our board chairman and 
members of the board, school management, staff, parents, and fellow students for the immense support 
throughout these celebrations. The journey has not always been easy, but it has been enriching, 
teaching us lessons of resilience, leadership, and service. This year’s theme, “Building on Legacy: A 
Future of Possibilities”, has not only guided the anniversary planning but has also shaped our outlook 
on life. 

To the entire TIS community, thank you for making this institution remarkable, outstanding, and truly 
noteworthy. As we look toward a new era of leadership, we commit to building a future of possibilities 
for our beloved TIS. 

God bless Tema International School. 
Thank you. 

TIS @ 22 Anniversary Leaders 

Bruhan-Deen, Yaa Shandel, and LesleyAnn (G11) 
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