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At TIS we believe ,

experiential learning allows our
students to understand the theory
in the classroom to practigte
across the real world
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Key Dates

9 17/1/26 TIS Athletics
Championships.

1 18/1/26 Alumni
Thanksgiving Service

1 19/1/26 Stdent Council
Manifesto Readings

1 20/1/26 Student Council
elections by voting (7.00am
4.00pm)

9 23/01/26 MYP Ecological
Immersion program

91 24/1/26 Inter School Sports
Day

Thought for the Week

Our greatest weakness lies in
giving up. The most certain
way to succeed is always tiy
just one more time.

- Thomas Edison
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It is great to be back!

Settling in this week has gone well. Lessons have stattédth
campuses. Early years and Kinder groups have enjoyed being re
united with their school friends while PYP grades begin to look
towards their exhibition. At the secondary campd¥P and DP
students are looking to give themselves the best preparttne
possiblébefore their final examinatiors semester assignmentss

our current student council prepare to step down from their roles, our
prospective council hopefuls have been preparing fdingeaind
elections. We wish the entire student conmity all the very best.

Alumni week

Many thanks go to our alumni for their advicedar examination
candidateghis week We celebrate their achievements with them.
We alsotake this opportunity to acknowledgjge enrichmenthat

the late Mrs StephamiAsare (ée Asase) brought to TIS and her
hostel Cecilia. We are grateful for her participation in past Alumni
weeksover the yearsMay she rest in peace.
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"My definition of
integrity is a set of

beliefs, values, and
actions that others can
depend on."

-Steve Bollar

Accounts

A When paying an amount in
our school 6s
ensureyow s e t he
family name and student
ID as the payment reference.

A Please email payment
advices to:
finance@tis.edu.gh

(7))

Visiting: Must Do

1. Arrive on time

2. Do not bring too much food!
Take home what is not
consumed.

3. After your scheduled hour,
leave your environment tidy for
the next visiting family

4. Park at the Main Entrancénot
at the Hostel Gateentrance).

5. Cancel your booking early, if
you are not coming.

6. Only book once for a weekend.

Reminders

APareits must book their visit
online. Please go
to:https://www.schoolintervie
ws.com.au/code/k9frh

A Exeats are |
maximum of 8 per semester.
Weekend exeats must be
received by the preceding

Wednesday. Online exeats can

be found at:
https://www.tisedu.gh/exeatfo
rm

Weekly Bulletin

It is all about balance

the semester.

School Accounts

(witht he school)

with this.

Yvonne M Tagoe
Principal

principal@tis.edu.gh
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Just as a tight ropewalker or a jugglasto learn to plan and
then focs on the plan bpracticing hard beforsucceeithg in
their craft so too do TIS studentseed a game plarAll
planning takes time tdevelop, yet many pgte do not set
aside the time to plarwithout planning, success will rely on
luck and good fortune, and disappointment is a frequent
outcome. Students must be very clear about what they want to
achieve early on in this semester. le fhlanning stageghey
will have articulated theigoals Students must reflect on these
a Cgocag G ItaLIy soatHat dtusmeaintained. They must ensure
ttHeé &€ tHeif thne wisely, and keep a healthy balance of our
four pillars (academics, sports, culturel@ervice) throughout

Reminder: Outstanding fees for last semester must have
been cleared. For uncleared accounts, parents must discuss
and have approved alternative fees payrae@ngements

student so

Kobina Quansah, Financial Controller is available to assist

r
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Main Campus Information @

Exeats

Exeatdor secondargchoolstudentsover passport andsamattersfamily eventsaswell
asmedical,dental opticaland medical appointments.

Students arallowed a maximumof 8 daysper semesteote: A weekendexeatthat
commence®n Friday and endson Sundaycountsas three days.

For a weekend exeatudents must return B00pm on th&unday.

All - exeatrequestamustbe completedonline and submittedwith at least48hours'notice, with the
exceptionof urgentmedicalissues. Weekendxeatrequestamustbe receivedy the preceding
WednesdayAny request&fter this deadlinewill not beapproved.

The integrity of an exeat requestistical.

No exeats will begrantedif a student hasutstanding work.

No exeatswill begranted duringhelastweek beforea semester break.
Parents/Driversmustshowtheapproved exedtom their phoneo security teenter.

(NO SHOW. NO GO.)

Accesghegenerakxeatformfrom here:https://www.tis.edu.gh/exeddrm/

Familiesshouldplantheirexeatrequestsarefullyto avoidanydisappointment,

Visiting

Forweekendvisits, parentswill be requiredto book theirvisit online. Please go to:
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/k9frh
Completeyourdetailsandclick nextto selectyourdayandtime;

Then-click nextto receivea confirmation ofyour booking:

If-you do-notreceive confirmatiorof the date andime, then youhave not completegtour
booking.

Weekendtimes will usuallygo from 2.00- 5.00pmon Saturdays, Sundays apdblic holidays.
Sessions ar®&0 minutes.
Only one booking per family peveekend.

Thereare restrictions ofood and/or drink that may mnsumed during visit. Book
early toavoid disappointment.

9-1-2025
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 BIRTHDAYS & VISHM
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Items Allowed

Muffins/Cupcakes

Finger Foods (Chicken Pieces, Pizzas,
Spring Rolls, Khebabs & Samosas)

Soft Drinks & Fruit Juices
Non-Alcoholic Wine

Not Allowed

Cakes with icing

Cooked food except those
listed above

@ Alcoholic Drinks/ Beverages

All left over food must be sent home

® Visiting Days - Saturdays & Sundays
® Visiting Time - 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM
(Visits must be booked online, as per the TIS Bulletin)

PLEASE NOTE:

=» Birthday items must be approved by the Hostel Coordinator
before they can be delivered on only
* Fridays, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
» SBaturdays & Sundays, 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM
» All food items will be inspected by a hoatel
parent and security officers at the hostel gate.

~» All food itema not listed will be returned.

For clarification, contact the hostel parent/ security on duty.

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 5
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TIS 2025/26 School Calendar

16 January 2026

August 2025 September 2025 October 2025
Su|Mo| Tu|We| Th| Fr | Sa Su|Mo| Tu|We| Th| Fr | Sa Su|Mo| Tu|We| Th| Fr |Sa
1|2 1,234 |5]|6 11234
3/4|5|6|7|8|9 7(8]9(10|11|12]|13 5/6|7|8|9 1011
10| 11|12 13|14 |15]| 16 14|15/16 17|18 |19 |20 12|13 |14 |15|16|17 |18
171181920 |21| 22|23 2122|2324 25|26 |27 19/20(21|22|23|24 |25
2412526 |27 28|29 |30 28 | 29| 30 26 |27 28|29 |30 |31
31
November 2025 December 2025 January 2026
Su|Mo | Tu |We| Th | Fr | Sa Su|Mo|Tu|We| Th | Fr |Sa Su|Mo|Tu|We| Th | Fr | Sa
1 1,234 |5]|6 1123
2 3|4|5|6|7|8 78] 9|10|11|12]|13 4 | 5/ 6|7 |8|9]|10
9 1011|1213 14|15 14|15/16 17|18 |19 |20 11 /12 (13|14 |15|16| 17
16 |17 (18 |19|20|21 |22 2122|2324 |25 |26 |27 18/19(20|21|22|23|24
23124 |25|26 |27 |28 |29 2812930 |31 25126 |27(28|29|30|31
30
February 2026 March 2026 April 2026
Su|Mo | Tu |We| Th | Fr |Sa Su|Mo|Tu|We| Th | Fr |Sa Su|Mo|Tu|We| Th | Fr | Sa
1|12 |3 (45|67 1,2 (3|4|5|6]|7 11234
8 910111213 |14 8910111213 |14 5(6|7|8|9|10|11
15|16 (17|18 |19|20 |21 15|16 17|18 |19|20 |21 1211314 |15|16| 17|18
2223|2425 |26 |27 |28 221232425 |26 |27 |28 19/20(21(22|23|24|25
29 30|31 26|27 28|29 |30
May 2026 June 2026 July 2026
Su|Mo | Tu |We| Th | Fr | Sa Su|Mo|Tu|We| Th | Fr |Sa Su|Mo | Tu|We| Th | Fr | Sa
1|2 1,234 |5]|6 11234
3/4|5|6|7|8|9 78] 9|10(11|12]|13 5/6|7|8|9]|10|11
10|11 (12|13 |14 |15|16 1415|1617 |18 |19 |20 12|13 (14 |15|16| 17| 18
17118 (19|20 |21 |22 |23 2122|2324 |25 |26 |27 19/20(21(22|23|24|25
24 125|126 |27 |28 |29 |30 28 | 29| 30 2627|2829 30|31
31
Public holidays 2025/26
4-Aug2025 FoundBay s Jan1,-2026 New Year'sDay 3 Apr, 2026 Good Friday
22 Sep; 2025 KN-Memaorial-Day 9 Jan;-2026 Constitution-Day 6 Apr, 2026 Easter Monday
5-Dec; 2025 Far-mdays 0 6 Mar, 2026 Independence Day 1 May, 2026 May Day
Dec 252025 Christmas-Day 20 Mar, 2026  Eid Al Fitr (TBC) 27 May, 2026  Eid Al-Adha (TBC)

Dates and/or events are subject to changes.
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FIRST SEMESTER

1/8/25 2025 MYP Results Released; 2028P Enquiries Upon Results Open;

1/8/25 MYP PP: Final product (photo evidence upload)

5/8/25 All staff resume

11/8/25 Student Council executives return

13/8/25 Newbies arrive (Meeting @ 2.00pm)

15/8/25 PYP Meet the teacher session (1.30pm)

16/8/25 Persondroject: Criterion B draft due

17/8/25 Continuing secondary students resume

18/8/25 All R12 classes commence

22/8/25 TIS Junior Soccer Championships

23/8/25 SAT

24/8/25 School Performance auditions

29/8/25 TIS Senior Soccer Championships

30/8/25 Peer Buddies WorkshdpO EXEATS FOR NEWBIESDukies RA trip
31/8/25 Thanksgiving Service (11.00aN EXEATSDukies RA trip

6/9/25 TIS Tennis Championships/TIS Badminton Championships; PYP Parents training session (9.00am); ACT
10-11/9/25 PYPEvaluation Visit

11/9/25 G12 TOK Exhibition

12/9/25 MYP PP Criterion B final due

13/9/25 SAT; MYP & DP Parents Information sessidw®. EXEATS (Until after these sessions)
19/9/25 PYP End of Unit 1 #WI; DP Geography Excursion

20/9/25 TIS Sporty FamilyNO EXEATS

24/9/25 Girls Handball Championships

25/9/25 Boys Handball Championships

26/9/25 MYP CP: Community tour

27/9/25 High School Praise (Praise Night Fundraiser)

28/95/10/25 22nd Anniversary TIS Spirit Week. Career Ry EXEATS

3/10/ 25 TI 8y. WManCampesmadmissions open for 2025/2027

4/10/25 SAT,;

5/10/25 22nd Anniversary Thanksgiving Servii® EXEATS until after 1.00pm)
5-8/10/25 Dukies Gold Award Camp

6-11/10/25 Midsemester break

12/10/25 Students return to hostels

13/10/25 All classesesume after midemester

14/10/25 G9/G11 Changes to Subject Selections close; DP Geography Data Excursion
15-17/10/25 AIS MUN

18/10/25 PSAT: ISSAG Football, Handball, Tennis; ACT

20/10/25 MYP PP: Criterion C draft due

20/10/25 Student Council (SC) shadagiprocess commences;

21/10/25 G12 EE Café

23-24/10/25 Girls & Boys Volleyball Championships (during ASA)
25/10/251SSAG-Foeotball-Handballfinals

26/10/25 TIS swimming championships (3108.00pm)

28-29/10/25 1&S Celebration Days

31/10/25 PYP End dinit 2 Celebrations; Submission of G12 TOK Draft Essay; Language competitid) (7
1/11/25 ISSAG Volleyball, Swimming and Badminton

3/11/25 DP Business Management Excursion

8/11/25 SAT; Annual ProductiadNO EXEATS

11-12/11/25 Collaborative Sciences Praje&12;

14/11/25 PYP Book Day

17-21/11/25 MYP5 Orscreen examination (Reports due 5/12/28) EXEATS for G10
19-28/11/25 G1112 end of semester exams (Reports due 5/1NPBEXEATS for G1112
24/11/25 MYP CP: Presentation of objectives

28/11/25 PYP EndfdJnit 3 3WI;

29/11/25 MYP PP Criterion C completion; Peer Buddies Workshop

1/12/25 SC applications open for 2026 elections

6/12/25 SAT; Carols Night (Chaplaincy)

8/12/25 Christmas Lunch

9/12/25 MYP PP Final Report due: Photo evidence & bibliography upload

10/12/25 Last day of the first semester: Students may depart aftay 3nterviews or 1pm if no interview

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 7
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12/12/25 Last day for teachers*

13/12/25 ACT

SECOND SEMESTER

5-6/1/26 Staff Wellbeindretreat(5/1/26), Staff Wellbeing Day (6/1/26)

8-9/1/26 Stafftraining days

11/1/26 Students return to hostels; applications for 2026 SC positions close

12/1/26 Second semester commengésmni Homecoming Week

17/1/26 TIS Athletics ChampionshiddO EXEATS BEFORE 1.00PM

18/1/26 Alumni Thanksgiving Service

19-20/1/26 SC Manifesto Reading®0/1/26Student Council elections by voting (7.00dn@0pm)

24/1/26 Inter School Sports Day

28-30/1/26 IDU Days; G12 EE; G11 EE, 11/12 CAS Reflection Day (Public Speaking, Red Cross Training)
31/1/26 SC Leadership Ca{® EXEATS FOR SCHOOL LEADERS

1/2/26 Student Leadership Induction Cerembity EXEATS

712126 Creative Writing Workshop

9-13/2/26 MYP5 Mock Orscreen examinatioNO G10 EXEATS

12/2/26 G11 TOK ExhibitionNO G11 EXEATS

13/2/26 PYP End of Unit 4 #WI; Early Years FéyriDay; TIS Squash Championships;

14/2/26 Peer Buddies Workshop; Chocolate Friendship Day

16-27/2/26 DP MocksNO G12 EXEATS

25/2/26 MYP PP standardisation and moderation (teachers)

713126 MYP Projects (Personal & Community EXEATS (until after this sason)

11/3/25 PYR MYP Info Day at Main Campus

12/3/26 G11 TOK ExhibitionNO G11 EXEATS

14/3/26 SAT; Pi Day

20/3/26 MYP PP: Academic Honesty First Record

21/3/26 2026 STEAM DalO EXEATS (until after the event)

27/3/26 PYP End of Unit 5 Unit Celebratighkhreeway interviews: Students depart AFTER interviews
27-30/3/26 School Trips (2729/3/26 Dukies Bronze & Silver award trip) ¢28/3/26DP Geography Field Tr)p
28/3-12/4/26 Midsemester break

31/3/26 MYP PP Criterion A draft due; Draft 2026/2027 @dblr Overview Released

11/4/26 ACT

12/4/26 Students return to hostels

13/4/26 All classes resume after nsiemester;

17/4/26 G11 EE Cafe

18/4/26 G12 Grad photos (All dayNO G12 EXEATS MYP5 Examprep workshofNO G10 EXEATS)
19/ 4/ 26 Exam CAa&OHBXEATSt esd Service

21/ 4/ 26 MYP5 Y DPlinfo session; PP Criterion A draft d
24/4-22/5/26 DP Final Exams

24/4/26 PYP Spelling Bee

2/5/26 SAT

4/5/26 MYP PP Criterion A final due

4-15/5/26 MYP IBMYP Onscreen examination

16-30/5/26 Brak for MYP5 leavergleavers return to Hostels on 30/5/26 by 5.00 pm)

18-29/5/26 G11 semester exams;

20-26/5/26 MYP4 Orscreen examination

21/5/26 PYP End of Unit 6 3WI

22/5/26 PYPX & VAX

23/ 5/ 26 Leaversd Dinner

29/5/26 MYP4 (2025/2026) subject selections

30/5/26 2026 PYP Annual Achievers & Graduation Ceremony; Last day for PYP Students

31/5/26 Peer Buddies Workshop

5/6/25 Last day for PYP staff

6/6/26 2026 MYP/DP Annual Achievers and Graduation Ceremony; Last day for MYP/DP Students
12/6/26 Last day fortachers; S2 reports published.

13/6/26 ACT

20/6/26 France/Spain trips commence

11/7/26 ACT; France/Spain trips end

25/7/26 MYP PP: Final Product (Photo evidence upload) V2011125

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 8
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Beginning the Semester with Purposeful Learning

As we begin a newemester, the Prima§choolCampuseam warmly welcomes our learners and
families to a learning journey grounded in curiosity, engagement, and meaningful action. This
semester, our collective focus is on purposeful learning, one that empowers leamagewity and
inspires them to take action within and beyond the classroom.

This focus is informed by our recent professional development session led by Mr. Jacob Lumumba
(Primary Years Programme Coordinator) t i t 1 ed WA Acti on, A g e ntley , ar
training, teachers explored practical tools and strategies that help deepen learning and support
meaningful action. One key approach introduced was the Systems Iceberg, which encouraged
teachers to look beyond surfaewel behaviours and events tocower underlying patterns,
structures, and beliefs that influence learner engagement and action. This lens supports more
thoughtful planning and helps educators guide learners toward deeper understanding and more
intentional action.

The session also exareih different types of power, highlighting how learners can be empowered to
use their voice, influence decisions, and take initiative in responsible and constructive ways. Through
the use of the AWhy Chain, 0 t e athihkimgbycoptinuallyt i c e
asking Awhy, o0 allowing ideas, motivations, an
was further strengthened through the Spider Web, a visual tool that helped teachers evaluate balance,
participation, and engagementtkn learning experiences.

Storytelling emerged as another powerful strategy during the training, demonstrating how stories can
be used to spark empathy, curiosity, and action in learners. Throughout the session, teachers sharec
insights through creativer@sentations, showcasing diverse interpretations and practical applications

of action, agency, and engagement. These collaborative and reflective experiences have directly
influenced how learning is being designed this semester, ensuring that engagemeaniigful,

agency is intentional, and action is authentic.

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 10
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Purposeful learning comes to life in meaningful and varied ways across our grade levels and subject
areas. Through carefullylanned units of inquiry and specialist lessons, learners are actively engaged
in exploring realworld concepts, asking questions, and making connections to their own experiences.
Teachers intentionally design learning experiences that promote learney, wbicice, and
collaboration, enabling learners to take ownership of their learning. As a result, understanding is
translated into thoughtful action, as learners apply what they are learning to everyday situations,
demonstrate responsibility, and contripbsitively to their classroom and wider school community.
Below, members of the Primar$chool team share how their current units support learner
engagement, agency, and action.

Early Years

Our first units helps young learners understand that storiesaaveay to learn about the past,
themselves, and others. Through pleged inquiry, children actively listen to stories, retell
experiences, rotplay family and community scenarios, and express ideas through talk, movement,
drawing, and play. Learner agsris encouraged by offering choice in materials, play areas, and ways

to share stories, allowing children to decide how they participate and communicate their thinking.
Action emerges in simple and meaningful ways as children care for story materlal$e ipeers in
play, follow classroom routines, show respect
and feelings. Handsn, meaningful experiences sustain engagement and support communication,
independence, and responsibility in a develeptally appropriate and learregntred way.

Primary Years

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 12
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I n this wunit, AWhere we are in place and ti me
leads to discoveries and new understandings. Students will explore the unit by cqaststigns,

sharing places they have visited, and connecting their own experiences to those of explorers from the
past. They will engage in hards learning experiences such as exploring maps, listening to stories,
role playing explorers, measuring joursepnd observing objects discovered through exploration.
Student agency will be developed as they choose how to share their ideas through speaking, drawing,
writing, and group work. Students will take responsibility for their learning by working
collaboraively, taking on roles in group activities, and reflecting on their discoveries. Agtione
encouraged in agappropriate ways. Students will show care and responsibility by respecting shared
spaces, appreciating different cultures and perspectivesmaking responsible choices in the
classroom, at home, and within the school community. Through meaningful, playful, and engaging
experiences, they will be active participants in their learning and develop curiosity about the world
around them.

OOy
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Colour :
i i
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In Grade 2studentswill explore thecentral ideafiUnder st anding the prope
all ows people to use t h-ennvastigatiineand relfe conrections. t hr
Studentswill be actively engaged in observing, expenrtieg, and discussing how air and water
behave in different situations, which will encourage them to confidently share ideas, ask questions,
and listen to the perspectives of others. Through collaborative tasks, learners will make choices about
how to testdeas and record observations, developing a strong sense of agency in their learning. This
inquiry will also inspire meaningful action, asudentswill apply their understanding to everyday
situations such as using water responsibly, recognising theseffeair movement, and suggesting

ways to reduce air and water pollution within the school, at home, and the wider community.

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 14
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As an international school, we know that learning takes on its greatest meaning when it connects to
the world aroundis. We see knowledge not as an end in itself, but as a tool for action. Our Grade 3
students are currently putting this into practice as they begin their unit on "Forces and Simple
Machines."

Rather than just studying physics in the abstract, these ghuhgntsare already planning "agentic
actions" centred on equity. After observing our campus, they identified several impactful projects:
adding ramps for better wheelchair accessibility, updating the Early Years washroom doors to be
more childfriendly for those in potty training, and developing a time signal for the Prielypol
Campus. Seeing our students rise to these challenges is a powerful reminder that when learning is
relevant and purposeful, engagement follows naturally.

Grade 3 students sating for ways to make impactful actions in the school
community

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 15
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The Backward Design approach especially powerful, as it reinforced the importance of planning with
purpose by starting with meaningful outcomes, action, and understanding before ddsayming
experiences. Across our recent units, students have been actively applying critical thinking, research,
and collaborative skills to deepen their understanding and take informed action. Through discussions,
debates, surveys, and fieldwork, leammanalysed redife issues, evaluated different perspectives,
gathered information from multiple sources, and worked together to propose solutions. These
experiences encouraged them to move beyond opinions to eviolasee thinking, and to recognise
theimpact of their choices on their communities and the environment.

As Grade 4begirs the new unit undeiSharing the Planetthese insights are shapitige planning

even more deliberately. Students will be supported tecreate inquiry questions, research
environmental challenges that matter to them, collaborate to explore possible solutions, and design
actions that are realistic, responsible, and meaningful. In this way, learning becomes not only
engaging but purposeful, grounded in understanding and driwvstudent voice.

Moving forward, this training has strengthertedcommitment to designing learning that empowers
students not just ttearn aboutthe world, but to think critically, work collaboratively, and see
themselves as capable agents of positive change within it.

r

In this unit, students will explore how different types of industries are organized and how they support
peopl ebds rse afieding thé eénvirenment. Through discussions, research, ardeeal

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 16
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examples from their community and the world, students will develop an understanding of how
industries function and why they are important to society.

Students will be givempportunities to share their ideas, make choices about the industries they
explore, and work collaboratively to investigate both the benefits and challenges of industrial
activities. Using their learning, students will suggest practical actions indusineske to support
people and protect the environment, encouraging responsible dauigkang and active citizenship

at a level appropriate for Grade 5.

Grade 6studentswill be exploring the
uni t AnHow We Org
with a focus on the cemtridea that
organizations are formed to serve
mission. Through this unit, studen
will inquire into why organizationsfi,
exist, how they are structured, and tk=+
impact they have on communities.

Studentswill engage with reaivorld
examples through readjn - —
discussion, research, an /&
collaborative tasks. They will analys &
roles and responsibilities, explor/ &%
leadership and teamwork, an
examine how systems function a
change. Across lessons, students W
ask meaningful questions, share ide

and apply thie understanding to ne
situations.

This unit will strongly encourag
student agency. They will
demonstrate independence by leadi
discussions, making informe(
choices, and working collaborativel
to solve problems. They will also be guided to take resipta action by designing solutions and
reflecting on how organizations can better serve their missions.

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 17
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Additional Subject Teams

Across additional subject areasudentause language, art, movement, and music to express ideas,
feelings, and undemmnding. Through rolglay, storytelling, performance, visual creation, signing,
singing, and short presentatiosslidentsmake choices abouncepts symbols, vocabulary, and
formats, developing voice, creativity, and agency.

Studentsstrengthen communration, thinking, and selnanagement skills as they practise, reflect,
and improve their work. Collaboration is central, wsthdentsvorking in pairs and groups to share
ideas, ceconstruct performances and projects, and support one another.

Most importantly, theytake action by using these subject areas purposefully to share messages of
care and responsibility, raise awareness, and make connectiondife maitexts within and beyond
the school community.

Vol. 22, No22 Read the Bulletiand take action 18
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Reflections from Our ProfessionalLearning

As part of our commitment to continuous improvement, members of the Prigtéugolteam
participated in the professional | earning ses
below highlight how this training is influencing classropmctice across the Prima®ghool.

The #AActi on, Agency, and
enjoyable and highly informative. Its interactive nat
reinforced the importance of learner voice and meaning
engagement. The session has influenced my dance and ¢
teaching by encouraging mastidentled, operended activities
that allow students to explore movementceeate scenes, an
express ideas drawn from their own experiences. Overall,
workshop provided practical strategies that will help me cre
more inclusive, engaging, and pawering learning experiences

Godfred KissiedDance & Drama

The workshop helped me better understand how
meaningful learning happens when students are actively
engaged and given a voice in their learning. | learned that
agency means trusting studerio make choices, share
ideas, and take responsibility, while action is about turning
% those ideas into real, purposeful steps. Through the
~. discussions and activities, | realised that when students
feel heard and involved, they are more motivated,
. confidert, and willing to collaborate. The workshop
reminded me that learning is most powerful when students
are not just taught what to do, but are supported to think,
decide, and act for themselves in meaningful ways.

Benedicta Owusu Ansdfieaching Assistant
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| found the workshop on Action, Agency, and Engagement
very meaningful. | learned that altruism is about caring for
others and choosing to help in simple, kind ways. It showed me
that action in the IB does not have to be big, it can be small,
everyday chices children make. The workshop was insightful
because it clearly linked altruism to agency. When children feel
safe and valued, they take initiative, make choices, and act with
kindness. This also increases engagemenstuadentsfeel

~ connected to eacbther and to their learning. In my kinder

cl ass, during the unit AHow w
support altruism by giving learners chances to show care
through words, play, and actiort®lping a friend, sharing during celebrations, and includingroth
people By noticing and celebrating these actions, | will encourage learners to see that how they
express themselves and this can lead to positive action for .ofdetson can be small but
meaningful)

IrenelLartiorkor Addico(Early Years Teachgr

As a teacher, | found this workshop on Action, Agency, ¢ —
Engagement both inspiring and practical. It gave me fresh insight
how | design learning. The Systems Iceba&pgroachreminded me to
look beyond performance or mistakes and consider deepefshahd
motivations that shape how learners engage with music. EXxplc
different types of power connected directly to ensemble work, wi
students can lead, choose repertoire, or compose, giving theni
ownership. The AWhy Cheailhnhéarrmae®
choices, asking why they selected a tempo or dynamic, so |
interpretations become more authentic. The Spider Web tool reso
with ensemble rehearsals, helping me reflect on balance and
participation among all voices. Storytallj stood out as a way to spark empathy and curiosity, since
every piece of music carries a narrative. Overall, the workshop has inspired me to make my lessons
more purposeful, ensuringfudentsexperience agency in their creative choices and take authentic
action through performance and reflection.

Gifty Guamma AnsaliEarly Years & Musig
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The workshop on action, agency, and engagement helped me
reflect on my role as a Mandarin teacheno facilitates
student voice and ownership rather than just a language
instructor. | learned to design more oparded, engaging
learning experiences that allow students to make choices,
collaborate, and express meaningful ideas in Mandarin.
Most importantly, | now seection as a natural outcome of
learning, where students use language purposefully to
communicate, connect learning to real life, and make a
positive impact.

Merveil Kioto (Mandarin

The workshop on agency, action, ar
engagement helped me better understand t
student voice and choice can deepen learni
Learning about thed Wy Why Why Chainb
showed me the importance of guiding learne
to think beyond simple answers and expre
their ideas with purposdn my SignLanguage
lessons, this will help me move students frc
copying signs to usingSign Language
meaningfully to communicate their though
The session on power and the iceberg approms

: ; »
reminded me that student behaviour a Y
ergagement are influenced by deeper feelir <
and needs. This understanding will suppoet ’
in creating inclusive Sigr_anguage lesson:
where learners feel safe, confident, a
motivated to participate. | now see engagemciic
as more than active hands, it also includes emotional connection and understanding.

Regina MankdSignLanguagg
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Attending the Agency, Action an&Engagement
workshop deepened my understanding of how
leadership decisions shape the learning experiences
of both students and teachers. It prompted me to
reflect critically on how our school structures,
routines and expectations either empower or
unintentonally limit studentvoice, ownership and
meaningful engagement. | became more aware of
the responsibility | carry as arifary School
Campus Administrator to align policies,

- professional learning and classroom practices with
the principles of agency. Thmrkshop encouraged

support inquiry, collaboration and authentic action
across the school community, while consistently modelling reflective practice, openness to feedback
and shared leadership in myao

Mawutor Tengg (Administrato)

Moving Forward Together

As we move into the semester ahead, the Primary team remains conjnitted
to embeddingction, agency, and engagemenntto everyday teaching a
learning. Through strong collaboration among staff and meanirjgful
partnerships with families, we look forward to a semester filled With

purposeful learning experiences that empower learners to grow, contigbute,
and thrive.

Togeter, we continue tempower learners through purposeful learning
ensuring that every learner is supported to engage deeply, take owngrship,
and turn learning into action.
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Picture Gallery of the Worksho

Workshop Leader: Mr. Jacob Lumumb
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It is great to have students join us again for another exciting journey ahead. We are grateful for life
and to see students return from the holidays. Hopefully, we have recharged and ready to take on the

new challenge and opportunities in 2026.

MYP5: Our candidates must begin to set targets for the last lap of the MYP journey. At this critical
stage, candidates must consider how they can improve on their personal best. In the coming days,
there will be a general cohort session to critically analyse peafazenand develop strategies to

improve.

In addition, candidates must continue to give off their best in both theereen subjects and

ePortfolio subjects. No tardiness must be seen at this stage.

The deadlines will come in thick and fast and studentst mark towards them; leaving this late will

put their MYP completion in diarray.

MYP 27 4. Like the candidates, all other students will have similar opportunity to critically analyse

their performance for the previous semester and consider waysrtwvartpeir personal best.

Students must take advantage of the support systems available at TIS including learning support and
wellbeing. As the saying goefiling to plan is planning to failStudents must constantly remind

themselves of the need to pleneir personal studies and not leave things to the last minute.
All students must to continue to work towards meeting the expectations as discussed last semester.

1 consistently achievat least level 4maximum level 8)in each criterion in summative

semester
complete all process tast@ the communityor personaprojectpromptly and efficiently
complete all service as a&mt initiatives promptly and efficiently

participate and complete all tagksnterdisciplinary units and obtaat least a grade 3
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF MRS STEPHANIE ASARE (néeAsase)

Stephaniewas a determined young woman with a warm heart and lively spirit who walked the halls
of Tema International School from Grade 9 to 12. She was a proud membel®iass of 2010

A cherished member of Cecilia Hostel, Stephan
which exuded determination and resilience. With these, she diligently performed every role assigned
to her: she could be trusted to complete her chohedeleartedly and actively participated in inter

hostel activities such as inspections, drama, singing, and sports competitions.

Her willingness to serve, collaborate, pursue, and celebrate common goals with quiet yet visible
passion earned her the love and respect of members of her hostel, as well as other students and staf
in the school community.

On the few occasions wh&itephanievisited us as an alumna, she had grown into a more beautiful
soul, marked by quiet charm and composure, and a warm, infectious smile. Throughout her four years
at TIS,St e p h aesiliercé, &indness, commitment to growth, and collaboration nradepact

on our school community that we hold dear in our hearts. So, on behalf of the TIS community, we
celebrate her life, and extend our deepest condolences to her mother, husband, children, and the entire
family.

May her sweet and gentle soul resparfect peace.
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CASiI SA Corner

Welcome back tdSemester 2 As
we begin this new cycle, we
encourage all MYP and DP
students to approach the semester
with  purpose, balance, and
commitment.

e i This semester provides an important
o opportunity  for  students to
7 Welcome to Semester 2 — demonstrate discipline, balance,
4 Where Experiential Learning and responsibility across thefour
‘ Comes to Life pillars of learning: Academics,
$ Sports, Culture, and Service

Learning at TIS goes beyond the
classroom; students are exptto
demonstrate their learning lbgking action, engaging meaningfully, and applying skills in r&fd
contexts.

After School Activities (ASA)T Sign-Up

The ASA signup will take place onMonday, 19 January. The sigaup link will be shared on
ManageBac

Studentdn Grades 712 will have the opportunity to choose from a wide range of activities across
sports, culture, service, and creativity, supporting holistic growth anebeiglfy Exam candidates
(MYP 5 and DP2) are encouraged to select from th@oits list and activities that support their
physical and mentalwell-being.

ASA plays a vital role in helping students develtme management skills, resilience,
collaboration, and balancethroughout the semester.

Duke of Edinburghdés I nternational Awarc

Students enrolledintheu k e of Edi n b ur gare@rcouraged to dontiiub wdtking
towards completing theBronze, Silver, or Gold levels This semester offers valuable opportunities
throughservice, skills development, physical recreation, andkpeditions to support progress and
completion.

For further clarification, please reach out to Aveard Coordinators, Mr Atseku and Mr Mawuli .
CAS, Service as Action & Community Engagement

Throughout the semester, students will have access to a vari€%f Service as Action, and
community engagement projectsincludinglocal and international trips. These experiences are
designed to challenge students, broaden perspectives, and deepen understandirgjodfab aind
local issues

Students are encourab® be intentional in choosing experiences that help them gréeaeers,
leaders, and responsible global citizens

For guidance on how to make the most of this semester and theappostunityes available,
students are welcome to reach out to tBeivice as Action and CAS Coordinatorfor advice and
support.
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We also inviteparents to support and encourage their children as they engage in these experiential
learning opportunities. These experiences at TIS are desigraddiltenge, inspire, and develo
each learner, helping them grow in confidence, character, and compassion.

We look forward to gurposeful and engaging Semester. 2

Power for a Better Future: Join the Buddies Without Borders Online Forum

JOIN US TO

CHANGE
THE WORLD

Students passionate about global issues, sustainability, and makingvanidampact are invited to
apply for theBuddies Without Borders (BWB) Online Forum, an international learning experience
running from7 February to 25 April 2026 This forum, heldn celebration ofEarth Day 2026
brings together students ag&f 18 from around the world to collaborate, research, and propose
solutions to one of the most urgent challenges of our tiean energy and climate action

Organised byuddies Without Borders, this fully online forum offers students a unique opportunity

to work indiverse international teams represent a country, and examine its commitments to the
Paris Agreement Through guided inquiry, workshops, weekly global sessions, and collaborative
research, participants will explore renewable energy solutions, analyse obstacles to implementation,
and design realistic incentives for a cleaner and more sustainable future.

This forum is ahighly meaningful opportunity for CAS students. It strongly algns withService,

Global Engagement, Collaboration, Research, and Advocacyvhile also developing key skills

such as critical thinking, communication, leadership, and intercultural understanding. Students will
engage in structured weekly sessionsG@ngle Meet supported bysoogle Classroom and team

chat spacesand will produce a final team presentation and written submission that can be used as
evidence for CAS learning outcomes.

Participation is competitive, with onli 6 students accepted per countryand applications are
reviewed on a rolling basis. ASD $50 programme feeapplies if accepted, witinerit-based
scholarshipsavailable, including guaranteed scholarship seats for existing BWB Clubs. All students
who successfully complete the programmeenee acertificate, and outstanding participants may
earn awards, leadership opportunities, and scholarships to estaBli¢B €lub at their school.

If you are curious, globally minded, and ready to collaborate with peers from across continents to
shape detter future, this forum is for you.

4 Apply here: https://forms.glef2sHbvPiASW2mFzy9

s Enquiries: BuddiesWithoutBordersOnlineForums@GlobalEducationDestinations.org
Take your learning beyarnborder® and be part of the change the world needs.
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Student Voice: A Reflection Beyond Borders

We are proud to share an insightful reflection from
Deen one of our students who participated in the most
recentBuddies Without Borders Online Forum. Deen
represented our school with integrity, resilience, and
thoughtful engagement, navigating both technical
challenges and demanding academic expectations to
complete the programme successfully.

In the message shared below, the BWB tearhligigts

how deeply they were moved
particularly his honest and insightful exploration wiulticulturalism, stereotypes, and global
understanding. His writing demonstrates maturity, empathy, and a growing awareness of how global
dialogue can challenge bias and reshape perspectives. These are exactly the kinds of outcomes that globa
forums like BWB seek to cultivate: informed, reflective, and proactive young global citizens.

We are honoured to publ i sdsrebrdastiasmeanmdful leamingofien i n
happens beyond the classroom, through dialogue, discomfort, collaboration, and the courage to listen to
othersdéd |ived experiences. We hope his journey \

and lend their voices to conversations that truly matter.

"The Multiculturalism For the Common Good forum was an
extremely enriching experience teaching me many valuable life
lessons. At first, when | started the forum, the experience was
quite dauntingwith the magnitude of written assignments and
consistent meetings | had to be present for. This paired with the
fact that my school had some challenges in relation to the
internet meant that as a result of force marjeure my presence
within the forum was ujte shaky. However, through all these
trials and tribulations | got to learn a multitude of lessons which

| strongly believe have equipped me to be a more proactive
global citizen.

Firstly, through this forum | realised that multiculturalism could actydde a doubleedged sword. As

an individual who has excessively been exposed to many stereotypes, | had the conception that if the world
were more multicultural, then collaboration would be bolstered which would lead to a drastic reduction

in the conflictsexperienced by people. While the conference validated this, it also made me realise that
while some multiculturalism can be good, others can be equally bad. In most cases, multiculturalism
fuelled by stereotypes means that even if people are more expabtedrent cultures, their exposure is

limited by the confines they exist in which would result in their understanding of the world being
significantly farfetched and unauthentic.

To continue, the forum taught me many lessons on the importance tcatian and cooperation.

Before | stepped foot into any room of discussion, | strongly believed that my experience and perception
with multiculturalism was the only universal one. However, as time went on and | got to interact with
different individuals) realised that other people's experiences were different from mine. An example of
this was when | was conversing with Rivana and | realised that even though social media was a beneficial
tool for multiculturalism in my home country, for others (especiadlgple in the MiddlkEast who are

plagued with stereotypes and prenceived gender "norms") social media can be an extremely abysmal
tool to strengthen these norms. Thus, by partaking in the forum, | was able to see the paramount necessity
of engaging irdiscourse and active discussion when it came to addressing issues of global significance.”

~ Bruhan-Deeni G11/DP1i Tema International School Ghana
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