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TIS RECORD 
 

P: +233  303305134  |  E: info@tis.edu.gh |  W: www.tis.edu.gh 

 

It is great to be back!  
Settling in this week has gone well.  Lessons have started at both 

campuses.  Early years and Kinder groups have enjoyed being re-

united with their school friends while PYP grades begin to look 

towards their exhibition.  At the secondary campus, MYP and DP 

students are looking to give themselves the best preparation time 

possible before their final examinations or semester assignments.  As 

our current student council prepare to step down from their roles, our 

prospective council hopefuls have been preparing for vetting and 

elections. We wish the entire student community all the very best.  

 

Alumni week  
Many thanks go to our alumni for their advice to our examination 

candidates this week. We celebrate their achievements with them. 

We also take this opportunity to acknowledge the enrichment that 

the late Mrs Stephanie Asare (née Asase) brought to TIS and her 

hostel Cecilia.  We are grateful for her participation in past Alumni 

weeks over the years.  May she rest in peace. 

 

At TIS  we believe ,  

experiential learning allows our 

students to understand the theory 

in the classroom to practise it 

across the real world. 

Contents  
¶ PYP News: Page 9 

¶ MYP News: Page 29 

¶ DP News: Page 31 

¶ CASSA News: Page 33 

¶ Counsellorsô Corner: Page 44 

 

Key Dates  

¶ 17/1/26 TIS Athletics 

Championships.  

¶ 18/1/26 Alumni 

Thanksgiving Service 

¶ 19/1/26 Student Council 

Manifesto Readings  

¶ 20/1/26 Student Council 

elections by voting (7.00am-

4.00pm) 

¶ 23/01/26 MYP Ecological 

Immersion program 

¶ 24/1/26 Inter- School Sports 

Day 

 

Thought for the Week  
Our greatest weakness lies in 

giving up. The most certain 

way to succeed is always to try 

just one more time. 

 

- Thomas Edison 

 

mailto:info@tis.edu.gh
http://www.tis.edu.gh/
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Accounts  

Å When paying an amount in 

our schoolôs account, always 

ensure you use the studentôs 

family name and student 

ID  as the payment reference.  

Å Please email payment 

advices to: 

finance@tis.edu.gh 

 

Visiting: Must Do  
1. Arrive on time 

2. Do not bring too much food! 

Take home what is not 

consumed.  

3. After your scheduled hour, 

leave your environment tidy for 

the next visiting family 

4. Park at the Main Entrance, (not 

at the Hostel Gate entrance).  
5. Cancel your booking early, if 

you are not coming.  

6. Only book once for a weekend. 

 

Reminders  

Å Parents must book their visit 

online. Please go 

to:https://www.schoolintervie

ws.com.au/code/k9frh 

Å Exeats are limited to a 

maximum of 8 per semester.  

Weekend exeats must be 

received by the preceding 

Wednesday. Online exeats can 

be found at: 

https://www.tis.edu.gh/exeatfo

rm 

 

It is all about balance   

Just as a tight ropewalker or a juggler has to learn to plan and 

then focus on the plan by practicing hard before succeeding in 

their craft, so too do TIS students need a game plan. All 

planning takes time to develop, yet many people do not set 

aside the time to plan. Without planning, success will rely on 

luck and good fortune, and disappointment is a frequent 

outcome. Students must be very clear about what they want to 

achieve early on in this semester. In the planning stage, they 

will have articulated their goals. Students must reflect on these 

goals regularly so that focus is maintained. They must ensure 

they use their time wisely, and keep a healthy balance of our 

four pillars (academics, sports, culture and service) throughout 

the semester. 

School Accounts  

Reminder: Outstanding fees for last semester must have 

been cleared. For uncleared accounts, parents must discuss 

and have approved alternative fees payment arrangements 

(with the school) as studentsô return to both campuses. Mr 

Kobina Quansah, Financial Controller is available to assist 

with this.  

 

Yvonne  M  Tagoe  

Principal 

principal@tis.edu.gh 

 

 

 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/k9frh
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/k9frh
https://www.tis.edu.gh/exeatform
https://www.tis.edu.gh/exeatform
mailto:principal@tis.edu.gh
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Main Campus Information  

Exeats 

Exeats for secondary school students cover passport and visa matters, family events, as well 

as medical, dental, optical and medical appointments. 

Students are allowed a maximum of 8 days per semester. Note: A weekend exeat that 

commences on Friday and ends on Sunday counts as three days. 

For a weekend exeat, students must return by 5.00pm on the Sunday. 

All  exeat requests must be completed online and submitted with at least 48 hours' notice, with the 

exception of urgent medical issues. Weekend exeat requests must be received by the preceding 

Wednesday. Any requests after this deadline will  not be approved. 

The integrity of an exeat request is critical. 

No exeats will be granted if a student has outstanding work. 

No exeats will  be granted during the last week before a semester break.  

Parents/Drivers must show the approved exeat from their phone to security to enter. 

(NO SHOW. NO GO.) 

 
Access the general exeat form from here: https://www.tis.edu.gh/exeat-form/  

Families should plan their exeat requests carefully to avoid any disappointment. 

Visiting 

For weekend visits, parents will be required to book their visit online. Please go to: 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/k9frh 

Complete your details and click next to select your day and time.  

Then  click next to receive a confirmation of your booking. 

If  you do not receive confirmation of the date and time, then you have not completed your 

booking. 

Weekend times will usually go from 2.00 - 5.00pm on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays. 

Sessions are 60 minutes. 

Only one booking per family per weekend.

 

There are restrictions on food and/or drink that may be consumed during a visit. Book 

early to avoid disappointment. 

 

9 - 1 - 2025 

https://www.tis.edu.gh/exeat-form/
https://www.tis.edu.gh/exeat-form/
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/k9frh
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TIS 2025/26 School Calendar 
 

 

 

 

Public holidays 2025/26 
4 Aug, 2025 Foundersô Day Jan 1, 2026 New Year's Day 3 Apr, 2026 Good Friday 

22 Sep, 2025 KN Memorial Day 9 Jan, 2026 Constitution Day 6 Apr, 2026 Easter Monday 

5 Dec, 2025 Farmersô Day 6 Mar, 2026 Independence Day 1 May, 2026 May Day 

Dec 25, 2025 Christmas Day 20 Mar, 2026 Eid Al Fitr (TBC) 27 May, 2026 Eid Al-Adha (TBC) 

Dates and/or events are subject to changes. 

August 2025 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

 

September 2025 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

       

 

October 2025 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

       

 

November 2025 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

 

December 2025 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

       

 

January 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       

 

February 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

       

       

 

March 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

       

 

April 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

       

 

May 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

 

June 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

       

 

July 2026 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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FIRST SEMESTER 
1/8/25 2025 MYP Results Released; 2025 MYP Enquiries Upon Results Open; 

1/8/25 MYP PP: Final product (photo evidence upload) 

5/8/25 All staff resume 

11/8/25 Student Council executives return 

13/8/25 Newbies arrive (Meeting @ 2.00pm) 

15/8/25 PYP Meet the teacher session (1.30pm) 

16/8/25 Personal Project: Criterion B draft due 

17/8/25 Continuing secondary students resume 

18/8/25 All P-12 classes commence 

22/8/25 TIS Junior Soccer Championships 

23/8/25 SAT 

24/8/25 School Performance auditions 

29/8/25 TIS Senior Soccer Championships 

30/8/25 Peer Buddies Workshop. NO EXEATS FOR NEWBIES. Dukies RA trip 

31/8/25 Thanksgiving Service (11.00am) NO EXEATS Dukies RA trip 

6/9/25 TIS Tennis Championships/TIS Badminton Championships;  PYP Parents training session (9.00am); ACT 

10-11/9/25 PYP Evaluation Visit 

11/9/25 G12 TOK Exhibition 

12/9/25 MYP PP Criterion B final due 

13/9/25 SAT; MYP & DP Parents Information sessions. NO EXEATS (Until after these sessions) 

19/9/25 PYP End of Unit 1 #WI; DP Geography Excursion 

20/9/25 TIS Sporty Family. NO EXEATS 

24/9/25 Girls Handball Championships 

25/9/25 Boys Handball Championships 

26/9/25 MYP CP: Community tour 

27/9/25 High School Praise (Praise Night Fundraiser) 

28/9-5/10/25 22nd Anniversary TIS Spirit Week. Career Fair NO EXEATS 

3/10/25 TIS Foundersô Day. Main Campus admissions open for 2025/2027 

4/10/25 SAT; 

5/10/25 22nd Anniversary Thanksgiving Service. NO EXEATS until after 1.00pm) 

5-8/10/25 Dukies Gold Award Camp 

6-11/10/25 Mid-semester break 

12/10/25 Students return to hostels 

13/10/25 All classes resume after mid-semester 

14/10/25 G9/G11 Changes to Subject Selections close; DP Geography Data Excursion 

15-17/10/25 AIS MUN 

18/10/25 PSAT: ISSAG Football, Handball, Tennis; ACT 

20/10/25 MYP PP: Criterion C draft due 

20/10/25 Student Council (SC) shadowing process commences; 

21/10/25 G12 EE Café 

23-24/10/25 Girls & Boys Volleyball Championships (during ASA) 

25/10/25 ISSAG Football, Handball, finals 

26/10/25 TIS swimming championships (3.00 ï 5.00pm) 

28-29/10/25 I&S Celebration Days 

31/10/25 PYP End of Unit 2 Celebrations; Submission of G12 TOK Draft Essay; Language competition (7-12) 

1/11/25 ISSAG Volleyball, Swimming and Badminton 

3/11/25 DP Business Management Excursion 

8/11/25 SAT; Annual Production NO EXEATS 

11-12/11/25 Collaborative Sciences Project ï G12; 

14/11/25 PYP Book Day 

17-21/11/25 MYP5 On-screen examination (Reports due 5/12/25) NO EXEATS for G10 

19-28/11/25 G11-12 end of semester exams (Reports due 5/12/25) NO EXEATS for G11-12 

24/11/25 MYP CP: Presentation of objectives 

28/11/25 PYP End of Unit 3 3WI; 

29/11/25 MYP PP Criterion C completion; Peer Buddies Workshop 

1/12/25 SC applications open for 2026 elections 

6/12/25 SAT; Carols Night (Chaplaincy) 

8/12/25 Christmas Lunch 

9/12/25 MYP PP Final Report due: Photo evidence & bibliography upload 

 

10/12/25 Last day of the first semester: Students may depart after 3-Way interviews or 1pm if no interview 
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12/12/25 Last day for teachers* 

13/12/25 ACT 

SECOND SEMESTER 
5-6/1/26 Staff Wellbeing Retreat (5/1/26), Staff Wellbeing Day (6/1/26) 

8-9/1/26 Staff training days 

11/1/26 Students return to hostels; applications for 2026 SC positions close 

12/1/26 Second semester commences. Alumni Homecoming Week 

17/1/26 TIS Athletics Championships. NO EXEATS BEFORE 1.00PM 

18/1/26 Alumni Thanksgiving Service 

19-20/1/26 SC Manifesto Readings; 20/1/26 Student Council elections by voting (7.00am-4.00pm) 

24/1/26 Inter- School Sports Day 

28-30/1/26 IDU Days; G12 EE; G11 EE, 11/12 CAS Reflection Day (Public Speaking, Red Cross Training) 

31/1/26 SC Leadership Camp NO EXEATS FOR SCHOOL LEADERS  

1/2/26 Student Leadership Induction Ceremony NO EXEATS 

7/2/26 Creative Writing Workshop 

9-13/2/26 MYP5 Mock On-screen examination NO G10 EXEATS 

12/2/26 G11 TOK Exhibition. NO G11 EXEATS 

13/2/26 PYP End of Unit 4 #WI; Early Years Family Day; TIS Squash Championships; 

14/2/26 Peer Buddies Workshop; Chocolate Friendship Day 

16-27/2/26 DP Mocks. NO G12 EXEATS 

25/2/26 MYP PP standardisation and moderation (teachers) 

7/3/26 MYP Projects (Personal & Community) NO EXEATS (until after this session) 

11/3/25 PYP ï MYP Info Day at Main Campus 

12/3/26 G11 TOK Exhibition. NO G11 EXEATS 

14/3/26 SAT; Pi Day 

20/3/26 MYP PP: Academic Honesty First Record 

21/3/26 2026 STEAM Day NO EXEATS (until after the event) 

27/3/26 PYP End of Unit 5 Unit Celebrations;Three-way interviews: Students depart AFTER interviews 

27-30/3/26  School Trips (27-29/3/26 Dukies Bronze & Silver award trip)  (28-30/3/26 DP Geography Field Trip) 

28/3-12/4/26 Mid-semester break 

31/3/26 MYP PP Criterion A draft due; Draft 2026/2027 Calendar Overview Released 

11/4/26 ACT 

12/4/26 Students return to hostels 

13/4/26 All classes resume after mid-semester; 

17/4/26 G11 EE Cafe 

18/4/26 G12 Grad photos (All day). NO G12 EXEATS; MYP5 Examprep workshop (NO G10 EXEATS) 

19/4/26 Exam Candidatesô Service NO EXEATS 

21/4/26 MYP5 Ÿ DP1info session; PP Criterion A draft due 

24/4-22/5/26 DP Final Exams 

24/4/26 PYP Spelling Bee 

2/5/26 SAT 

4/5/26 MYP PP Criterion A final due 

4-15/5/26 MYP IBMYP On-screen examination 

16-30/5/26 Break for MYP5 leavers (Leavers return to Hostels on 30/5/26 by 5.00 pm) 

18-29/5/26 G11 semester exams;  

20-26/5/26 MYP4 On-screen examination 

21/5/26 PYP End of Unit 6 3WI 

22/5/26 PYPX & VAX 

23/5/26 Leaversô Dinner 

29/5/26 MYP4 (2025/2026) subject selections 

30/5/26 2026 PYP Annual Achievers & Graduation Ceremony; Last day for PYP Students 

31/5/26 Peer Buddies Workshop 

5/6/25 Last day for PYP staff 

6/6/26 2026 MYP/DP Annual Achievers and Graduation Ceremony; Last day for MYP/DP Students 

12/6/26 Last day for teachers* ; S2 reports published. 

13/6/26 ACT 

20/6/26 France/Spain trips commence 

11/7/26 ACT; France/Spain trips end 

25/7/26 MYP PP: Final Product (Photo evidence upload)      V20/11/25 
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Beginning the Semester with Purposeful Learning 

 

As we begin a new semester, the Primary School Campus team warmly welcomes our learners and 

families to a learning journey grounded in curiosity, engagement, and meaningful action. This 

semester, our collective focus is on purposeful learning, one that empowers learners with agency and 

inspires them to take action within and beyond the classroom. 

This focus is informed by our recent professional development session led by Mr. Jacob Lumumba 

(Primary Years Programme Coordinator), titled ñAction, Agency, and Engagement.ò During the 

training, teachers explored practical tools and strategies that help deepen learning and support 

meaningful action. One key approach introduced was the Systems Iceberg, which encouraged 

teachers to look beyond surface-level behaviours and events to uncover underlying patterns, 

structures, and beliefs that influence learner engagement and action. This lens supports more 

thoughtful planning and helps educators guide learners toward deeper understanding and more 

intentional action. 

The session also examined different types of power, highlighting how learners can be empowered to 

use their voice, influence decisions, and take initiative in responsible and constructive ways. Through 

the use of the ñWhy Chain,ò teachers practiced digging deeper into learnersô thinking by continually 

asking ñwhy,ò allowing ideas, motivations, and understandings to surface more clearly. Reflection 

was further strengthened through the Spider Web, a visual tool that helped teachers evaluate balance, 

participation, and engagement within learning experiences. 

Storytelling emerged as another powerful strategy during the training, demonstrating how stories can 

be used to spark empathy, curiosity, and action in learners. Throughout the session, teachers shared 

insights through creative presentations, showcasing diverse interpretations and practical applications 

of action, agency, and engagement. These collaborative and reflective experiences have directly 

influenced how learning is being designed this semester, ensuring that engagement is meaningful, 

agency is intentional, and action is authentic. 
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Learning in Action Across the Primary School 
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Purposeful learning comes to life in meaningful and varied ways across our grade levels and subject 

areas. Through carefully-planned units of inquiry and specialist lessons, learners are actively engaged 

in exploring real-world concepts, asking questions, and making connections to their own experiences. 

Teachers intentionally design learning experiences that promote learner voice, choice, and 

collaboration, enabling learners to take ownership of their learning. As a result, understanding is 

translated into thoughtful action, as learners apply what they are learning to everyday situations, 

demonstrate responsibility, and contribute positively to their classroom and wider school community. 

Below, members of the Primary School team share how their current units support learner 

engagement, agency, and action. 

Early Years 

Our first units helps young learners understand that stories are a way to learn about the past, 

themselves, and others. Through play-based inquiry, children actively listen to stories, retell 

experiences, role-play family and community scenarios, and express ideas through talk, movement, 

drawing, and play. Learner agency is encouraged by offering choice in materials, play areas, and ways 

to share stories, allowing children to decide how they participate and communicate their thinking. 

Action emerges in simple and meaningful ways as children care for story materials, include peers in 

play, follow classroom routines, show respect for othersô stories, and confidently express their ideas 

and feelings. Hands-on, meaningful experiences sustain engagement and support communication, 

independence, and responsibility in a developmentally appropriate and learner-centred way. 

 

Primary Years 
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In this unit, ñWhere we are in place and timeò, Grade 1 students will explore the idea that exploration 

leads to discoveries and new understandings. Students will explore the unit by asking questions, 

sharing places they have visited, and connecting their own experiences to those of explorers from the 

past. They will engage in hands-on learning experiences such as exploring maps, listening to stories, 

role playing explorers, measuring journeys, and observing objects discovered through exploration. 

Student agency will be developed as they choose how to share their ideas through speaking, drawing, 

writing, and group work. Students will take responsibility for their learning by working 

collaboratively, taking on roles in group activities, and reflecting on their discoveries. Action will be 

encouraged in age-appropriate ways. Students will show care and responsibility by respecting shared 

spaces, appreciating different cultures and perspectives, and making responsible choices in the 

classroom, at home, and within the school community. Through meaningful, playful, and engaging 

experiences, they will be active participants in their learning and develop curiosity about the world 

around them. 
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In Grade 2, students will explore the central idea, ñUnderstanding the properties of air and water 

allows people to use them in better waysò through hands-on investigations and real-life connections. 

Students will be actively engaged in observing, experimenting, and discussing how air and water 

behave in different situations, which will encourage them to confidently share ideas, ask questions, 

and listen to the perspectives of others. Through collaborative tasks, learners will make choices about 

how to test ideas and record observations, developing a strong sense of agency in their learning. This 

inquiry will also inspire meaningful action, as students will apply their understanding to everyday 

situations such as using water responsibly, recognising the effects of air movement, and suggesting 

ways to reduce air and water pollution within the school, at home, and the wider community. 
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As an international school, we know that learning takes on its greatest meaning when it connects to 

the world around us. We see knowledge not as an end in itself, but as a tool for action. Our Grade 3 

students are currently putting this into practice as they begin their unit on "Forces and Simple 

Machines." 

Rather than just studying physics in the abstract, these young students are already planning "agentic 

actions" centred on equity. After observing our campus, they identified several impactful projects: 

adding ramps for better wheelchair accessibility, updating the Early Years washroom doors to be 

more child-friendly for those in potty training, and developing a time signal for the Primary School 

Campus. Seeing our students rise to these challenges is a powerful reminder that when learning is 

relevant and purposeful, engagement follows naturally. 

  

 

Grade 3 students scouting for ways to make impactful actions in the school 

community 
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The Backward Design approach especially powerful, as it reinforced the importance of planning with 

purpose by starting with meaningful outcomes, action, and understanding before designing learning 

experiences. Across our recent units, students have been actively applying critical thinking, research, 

and collaborative skills to deepen their understanding and take informed action. Through discussions, 

debates, surveys, and fieldwork, learners analysed real-life issues, evaluated different perspectives, 

gathered information from multiple sources, and worked together to propose solutions. These 

experiences encouraged them to move beyond opinions to evidence-based thinking, and to recognise 

the impact of their choices on their communities and the environment. 

As Grade 4 begins the new unit under Sharing the Planet, these insights are shaping the planning 

even more deliberately. Students will be supported to co-create inquiry questions, research 

environmental challenges that matter to them, collaborate to explore possible solutions, and design 

actions that are realistic, responsible, and meaningful. In this way, learning becomes not only 

engaging but purposeful, grounded in understanding and driven by student voice. 

Moving forward, this training has strengthened the commitment to designing learning that empowers 

students not just to learn about the world, but to think critically, work collaboratively, and see 

themselves as capable agents of positive change within it. 

 

 

In this unit, students will explore how different types of industries are organized and how they support 

peopleôs needs while also affecting the environment. Through discussions, research, and real-life 
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examples from their community and the world, students will develop an understanding of how 

industries function and why they are important to society. 

Students will be given opportunities to share their ideas, make choices about the industries they 

explore, and work collaboratively to investigate both the benefits and challenges of industrial 

activities. Using their learning, students will suggest practical actions industries can take to support 

people and protect the environment, encouraging responsible decision-making and active citizenship 

at a level appropriate for Grade 5. 

 

 

Grade 6 students will be exploring the 

unit ñHow We Organise Ourselves,ò 

with a focus on the central idea that, 

organizations are formed to serve a 

mission. Through this unit, students 

will inquire into why organizations 

exist, how they are structured, and the 

impact they have on communities. 

Students will engage with real-world 

examples through reading, 

discussion, research, and 

collaborative tasks. They will analyse 

roles and responsibilities, explore 

leadership and teamwork, and 

examine how systems function and 

change. Across lessons, students will 

ask meaningful questions, share ideas, 

and apply their understanding to new 

situations. 

This unit will strongly encourage 

student agency. They will 

demonstrate independence by leading 

discussions, making informed 

choices, and working collaboratively 

to solve problems. They will also be guided to take responsible action by designing solutions and 

reflecting on how organizations can better serve their missions.  
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Additional Subject Teams 

Across additional subject areas, students use language, art, movement, and music to express ideas, 

feelings, and understanding. Through role-play, storytelling, performance, visual creation, signing, 

singing, and short presentations, students make choices about concepts, symbols, vocabulary, and 

formats, developing voice, creativity, and agency. 

Students strengthen communication, thinking, and self-management skills as they practise, reflect, 

and improve their work. Collaboration is central, with students working in pairs and groups to share 

ideas, co-construct performances and projects, and support one another. 

Most importantly, they take action by using these subject areas purposefully to share messages of 

care and responsibility, raise awareness, and make connections to real-life contexts within and beyond 

the school community. 
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Reflections from Our Professional Learning 

As part of our commitment to continuous improvement, members of the Primary School team 

participated in the professional learning session ñAction, Agency, and Engagement.ò The reflections 

below highlight how this training is influencing classroom practice across the Primary School. 

 

 

The ñAction, Agency, and Engagementò workshop was both 

enjoyable and highly informative. Its interactive nature 

reinforced the importance of learner voice and meaningful 

engagement. The session has influenced my dance and drama 

teaching by encouraging more student-led, open-ended activities 

that allow students to explore movement, co-create scenes, and 

express ideas drawn from their own experiences. Overall, the 

workshop provided practical strategies that will help me create 

more inclusive, engaging, and empowering learning experiences.  

Godfred Kissiedu (Dance & Drama) 

 

The workshop helped me better understand how 

meaningful learning happens when students are actively 

engaged and given a voice in their learning. I learned that 

agency means trusting students to make choices, share 

ideas, and take responsibility, while action is about turning 

those ideas into real, purposeful steps. Through the 

discussions and activities, I realised that when students 

feel heard and involved, they are more motivated, 

confident, and willing to collaborate. The workshop 

reminded me that learning is most powerful when students 

are not just taught what to do, but are supported to think, 

decide, and act for themselves in meaningful ways.  

Benedicta Owusu Ansah (Teaching Assistant) 
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I found the workshop on Action, Agency, and Engagement 

very meaningful. I learned that altruism is about caring for 

others and choosing to help in simple, kind ways. It showed me 

that action in the IB does not have to be big, it can be small, 

everyday choices children make. The workshop was insightful 

because it clearly linked altruism to agency. When children feel 

safe and valued, they take initiative, make choices, and act with 

kindness. This also increases engagement, as students feel 

connected to each other and to their learning. In my kinder 

class, during the unit ñHow we express ourselves,ò I will 

support altruism by giving learners chances to show care 

through words, play, and actions, helping a friend, sharing during celebrations, and including other 

people. By noticing and celebrating these actions, I will encourage learners to see that how they 

express themselves and this can lead to positive action for others. (Action can be small but 

meaningful)  

 Irene Lartiorkor Addico (Early Years Teacher) 

 

As a teacher, I found this workshop on Action, Agency, and 

Engagement both inspiring and practical. It gave me fresh insight into 

how I design learning. The Systems Iceberg approach reminded me to 

look beyond performance or mistakes and consider deeper beliefs and 

motivations that shape how learners engage with music. Exploring 

different types of power connected directly to ensemble work, where 

students can lead, choose repertoire, or compose, giving them real 

ownership. The ñWhy Chainò encouraged me to probe learnersô artistic 

choices, asking why they selected a tempo or dynamic, so their 

interpretations become more authentic. The Spider Web tool resonated 

with ensemble rehearsals, helping me reflect on balance and 

participation among all voices. Storytelling stood out as a way to spark empathy and curiosity, since 

every piece of music carries a narrative. Overall, the workshop has inspired me to make my lessons 

more purposeful, ensuring students experience agency in their creative choices and take authentic 

action through performance and reflection.  

Gifty Guamma Ansah (Early Years & Music) 
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The workshop on action, agency, and engagement helped me 

reflect on my role as a Mandarin teacher who facilitates 

student voice and ownership rather than just a language 

instructor. I learned to design more open-ended, engaging 

learning experiences that allow students to make choices, 

collaborate, and express meaningful ideas in Mandarin. 

Most importantly, I now see action as a natural outcome of 

learning, where students use language purposefully to 

communicate, connect learning to real life, and make a 

positive impact.  

Merveil Kioto (Mandarin) 

 

 

The workshop on agency, action, and 

engagement helped me better understand how 

student voice and choice can deepen learning. 

Learning about the óWhy Why Why Chainô 

showed me the importance of guiding learners 

to think beyond simple answers and express 

their ideas with purpose. In my Sign Language 

lessons, this will help me move students from 

copying signs to using Sign Language 

meaningfully to communicate their thoughts. 

The session on power and the iceberg approach 

reminded me that student behaviour and 

engagement are influenced by deeper feelings 

and needs. This understanding will support me 

in creating inclusive Sign Language lessons 

where learners feel safe, confident, and 

motivated to participate. I now see engagement 

as more than active hands, it also includes emotional connection and understanding.  

Regina Manko (Sign Language)  
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Attending the Agency, Action and Engagement 

workshop deepened my understanding of how 

leadership decisions shape the learning experiences 

of both students and teachers. It prompted me to 

reflect critically on how our school structures, 

routines and expectations either empower or 

unintentionally limit student voice, ownership and 

meaningful engagement. I became more aware of 

the responsibility I carry as a Primary School 

Campus Administrator to align policies, 

professional learning and classroom practices with 

the principles of agency. The workshop encouraged 

me to be more intentional in creating conditions that 

support inquiry, collaboration and authentic action 

across the school community, while consistently modelling reflective practice, openness to feedback 

and shared leadership in my role. 

Mawutor Tengey (Administrator) 

  

Moving Forward Together 

As we move into the semester ahead, the Primary team remains committed 

to embedding action, agency, and engagement into everyday teaching and 

learning. Through strong collaboration among staff and meaningful 

partnerships with families, we look forward to a semester filled with 

purposeful learning experiences that empower learners to grow, contribute, 

and thrive. 

Together, we continue to empower learners through purposeful learning, 

ensuring that every learner is supported to engage deeply, take ownership, 

and turn learning into action. 
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Picture Gallery of the Workshop  

Workshop Leader: Mr. Jacob Lumumba 
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It is great to have students join us again for another exciting journey ahead. We are grateful for life 

and to see students return from the holidays. Hopefully, we have recharged and ready to take on the 

new challenge and opportunities in 2026.  

MYP5:  Our candidates must begin to set targets for the last lap of the MYP journey. At this critical 

stage, candidates must consider how they can improve on their personal best. In the coming days, 

there will be a general cohort session to critically analyse performance and develop strategies to 

improve. 

In addition, candidates must continue to give off their best in both the on-screen subjects and 

ePortfolio subjects. No tardiness must be seen at this stage.  

The deadlines will come in thick and fast and students must work towards them; leaving this late will 

put their MYP completion in dis-array.  

MYP 2 ï 4: Like the candidates, all other students will have similar opportunity to critically analyse 

their performance for the previous semester and consider ways to improve their personal best.  

Students must take advantage of the support systems available at TIS including learning support and 

wellbeing. As the saying goes, failing to plan is planning to fail. Students must constantly remind 

themselves of the need to plan their personal studies and not leave things to the last minute.  

All students must to continue to work towards meeting the expectations as discussed last semester.   

¶ consistently achieve at least level 4 (maximum level 8) in each criterion in summative 

assessments or at least a grade 3 (not in more than 3 subjects) in each subject at the end of the 

semester 

¶ complete all process tasks for the community or personal project promptly and efficiently 

¶ complete all service as action initiatives promptly and efficiently 

¶ participate and complete all tasks in interdisciplinary units and obtain at least a grade 3 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF MRS STEPHANIE ASARE (née Asase) 

 

 

Stephanie was a determined young woman with a warm heart and lively spirit who walked the halls 

of Tema International School from Grade 9 to 12. She was a proud member of the IB Class of 2010. 

A cherished member of Cecilia Hostel, Stephanieôs strength of character lay in her calm disposition, 

which exuded determination and resilience. With these, she diligently performed every role assigned 

to her: she could be trusted to complete her chores wholeheartedly and actively participated in inter-

hostel activities such as inspections, drama, singing, and sports competitions.  

 

Her willingness to serve, collaborate, pursue, and celebrate common goals with quiet yet visible 

passion earned her the love and respect of members of her hostel, as well as other students and staff 

in the school community.    

 

On the few occasions when Stephanie visited us as an alumna, she had grown into a more beautiful 

soul, marked by quiet charm and composure, and a warm, infectious smile. Throughout her four years 

at TIS, Stephanieôs resilience, kindness, commitment to growth, and collaboration made an impact 

on our school community that we hold dear in our hearts. So, on behalf of the TIS community, we 

celebrate her life, and extend our deepest condolences to her mother, husband, children, and the entire 

family.  

 

May her sweet and gentle soul rest in perfect peace. 

 

 



Tema International School  Weekly Bulletin   16 January 2026  

Vol. 22, No. 22 Read the Bulletin and take action 33 

CASïSA Corner 

Welcome back to Semester 2. As 

we begin this new cycle, we 

encourage all MYP and DP 

students to approach the semester 

with purpose, balance, and 

commitment. 

This semester provides an important 

opportunity for students to 

demonstrate discipline, balance, 

and responsibility across the four 

pillars of learning: Academics, 

Sports, Culture, and Service. 

Learning at TIS goes beyond the 

classroom; students are expected to 

demonstrate their learning by taking action, engaging meaningfully, and applying skills in real-life 

contexts. 

After School Activities (ASA) ï Sign-Up 

The ASA sign-up will take place on Monday, 19 January. The sign-up link will be shared on 

ManageBac. 

Students in Grades 7-12 will have the opportunity to choose from a wide range of activities across 

sports, culture, service, and creativity, supporting holistic growth and well-being. Exam candidates 

(MYP 5 and DP2) are encouraged to select from the sports list and activities that support their 

physical and mental well-being. 

ASA plays a vital role in helping students develop time management skills, resilience, 

collaboration, and balance throughout the semester. 

Duke of Edinburghôs International Award 

Students enrolled in the Duke of Edinburghôs Award (DoE) are encouraged to continue working 

towards completing their Bronze, Silver, or Gold levels. This semester offers valuable opportunities 

through service, skills development, physical recreation, and expeditions to support progress and 

completion. 

For further clarification, please reach out to the Award Coordinators, Mr Atseku and Mr Mawuli . 

CAS, Service as Action & Community Engagement 

Throughout the semester, students will have access to a variety of CAS, Service as Action, and 

community engagement projects, including local and international trips. These experiences are 

designed to challenge students, broaden perspectives, and deepen understanding of both global and 

local issues. 

Students are encouraged to be intentional in choosing experiences that help them grow as learners, 

leaders, and responsible global citizens. 

For guidance on how to make the most of this semester and the many opportunity es available, 

students are welcome to reach out to their Service as Action and CAS Coordinator for advice and 

support. 
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We also invite parents to support and encourage their children as they engage in these experiential 

learning opportunities. These experiences at TIS are designed to challenge, inspire, and develop 

each learner, helping them grow in confidence, character, and compassion. 

We look forward to a purposeful and engaging Semester 2. 

Power for a Better Future: Join the Buddies Without Borders Online Forum 

Students passionate about global issues, sustainability, and making a real-world impact are invited to 

apply for the Buddies Without Borders (BWB) Online Forum, an international learning experience 

running from 7 February to 25 April 2026. This forum, held in celebration of Earth Day 2026, 

brings together students aged 15ï18 from around the world to collaborate, research, and propose 

solutions to one of the most urgent challenges of our time: clean energy and climate action. 

Organised by Buddies Without Borders, this fully online forum offers students a unique opportunity 

to work in diverse international teams, represent a country, and examine its commitments to the 

Paris Agreement. Through guided inquiry, workshops, weekly global sessions, and collaborative 

research, participants will explore renewable energy solutions, analyse obstacles to implementation, 

and design realistic incentives for a cleaner and more sustainable future. 

This forum is a highly meaningful opportunity for CAS students. It strongly aligns with Service, 

Global Engagement, Collaboration, Research, and Advocacy, while also developing key skills 

such as critical thinking, communication, leadership, and intercultural understanding. Students will 

engage in structured weekly sessions via Google Meet, supported by Google Classroom and team 

chat spaces, and will produce a final team presentation and written submission that can be used as 

evidence for CAS learning outcomes. 

Participation is competitive, with only 4ï6 students accepted per country, and applications are 

reviewed on a rolling basis. A USD $50 programme fee applies if accepted, with merit -based 

scholarships available, including guaranteed scholarship seats for existing BWB Clubs. All students 

who successfully complete the programme receive a certificate, and outstanding participants may 

earn awards, leadership opportunities, and scholarships to establish a BWB Club  at their school. 

If you are curious, globally minded, and ready to collaborate with peers from across continents to 

shape a better future, this forum is for you. 

Ӵ  Apply here: https://forms.gle/42sHbvPiASW2mFzy9 

₅  Enquiries: BuddiesWithoutBordersOnlineForums@GlobalEducationDestinations.org 

Take your learning beyond bordersðand be part of the change the world needs. ̗  

https://forms.gle/42sHbvPiASW2mFzy9
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Student Voice: A Reflection Beyond Borders 

We are proud to share an insightful reflection from 

Deen, one of our students who participated in the most 

recent Buddies Without Borders Online Forum. Deen 

represented our school with integrity, resilience, and 

thoughtful engagement, navigating both technical 

challenges and demanding academic expectations to 

complete the programme successfully. 

In the message shared below, the BWB team highlights 

how deeply they were moved by Deenôs reflections, 

particularly his honest and insightful exploration of multiculturalism, stereotypes, and global 

understanding. His writing demonstrates maturity, empathy, and a growing awareness of how global 

dialogue can challenge bias and reshape perspectives. These are exactly the kinds of outcomes that global 

forums like BWB seek to cultivate: informed, reflective, and proactive young global citizens. 

We are honoured to publish Deenôs reflection in full. His words remind us that meaningful learning often 

happens beyond the classroom, through dialogue, discomfort, collaboration, and the courage to listen to 

othersô lived experiences. We hope his journey will inspire more students to step forward, engage globally, 

and lend their voices to conversations that truly matter. 

 

 "The Multiculturalism For the Common Good forum was an 

extremely enriching experience teaching me many valuable life 

lessons. At first, when I started the forum, the experience was 

quite daunting with the magnitude of written assignments and 

consistent meetings I had to be present for. This paired with the 

fact that my school had some challenges in relation to the 

internet meant that as a result of force marjeure my presence 

within the forum was quite shaky. However, through all these 

trials and tribulations I got to learn a multitude of lessons which 

I strongly believe have equipped me to be a more proactive 

global citizen. 

Firstly, through this forum I realised that multiculturalism could actually be a double-edged sword. As 

an individual who has excessively been exposed to many stereotypes, I had the conception that if the world 

were more multicultural, then collaboration would be bolstered which would lead to a drastic reduction 

in the conflicts experienced by people. While the conference validated this, it also made me realise that 

while some multiculturalism can be good, others can be equally bad. In most cases, multiculturalism 

fuelled by stereotypes means that even if people are more exposed to different cultures, their exposure is 

limited by the confines they exist in which would result in their understanding of the world being 

significantly far-fetched and unauthentic.  

To continue, the forum taught me many lessons on the importance of collaboration and cooperation. 

Before I stepped foot into any room of discussion, I strongly believed that my experience and perception 

with multiculturalism was the only universal one. However, as time went on and I got to interact with 

different individuals, I realised that other people's experiences were different from mine. An example of 

this was when I was conversing with Rivana and I realised that even though social media was a beneficial 

tool for multiculturalism in my home country, for others (especially people in the Middle-East who are 

plagued with stereotypes and pre-conceived gender "norms") social media can be an extremely abysmal 

tool to strengthen these norms. Thus, by partaking in the forum, I was able to see the paramount necessity 

of engaging in discourse and active discussion when it came to addressing issues of global significance." 

~ Bruhan-Deen ï G11/DP1 ï Tema International School Ghana  

  


